
 

June 2026

A Time for Renewal, Reflection, and Continued Service

One of the great privileges of serving the Indiana Bar Foundation over
the past 25 years has been the opportunity to work alongside dedicated
volunteers, staff members, attorneys, judges, educators, and community
leaders who share a commitment to strengthening civic life in Indiana.
As I prepare for a brief professional sabbatical this summer, I find myself
especially grateful for those partnerships and for the opportunity to
reflect on the work we have accomplished together.

In recognition of my 25 years of service as President and CEO, and with the support and
encouragement of the Indiana Bar Foundation Board of Directors and staff, I will be taking a
professional sabbatical from June 28 through September 22. I look forward to returning this
fall with renewed energy, fresh perspectives, and a continued commitment to advancing the
Foundation's mission.

Effective leadership requires not only commitment and hard work but also the willingness to
continue learning, growing, and gaining new perspectives. I hope this experience will allow
me to return better equipped to serve the Foundation and the communities we support.
Throughout my career, I have believed that some of life's most meaningful experiences come
not from the positions we hold but from the opportunities we have to serve others.

A significant portion of my sabbatical will be devoted to volunteer service with the American
Red Cross, where I have the privilege of supporting International Humanitarian Law
dissemination, disaster relief efforts, and Service to the Armed Forces programs. These
experiences provide meaningful opportunities to serve others, learn from communities facing
challenges, and engage with people whose commitment to helping their neighbors is both
inspiring and humbling.

Volunteerism and community engagement have always been at the heart of the Indiana Bar
Foundation’s mission. Whether through civic education initiatives, legal assistance programs,
community partnerships, or countless volunteer efforts across our state, the Foundation’s
work reflects the belief that engaged citizens and active volunteers strengthen both our
communities and our democracy. My sabbatical service is, in many ways, an extension of
those same values.

I am confident that the Foundation’s important work will continue uninterrupted during my
absence. I am fortunate to serve alongside an exceptional management team, and I know the
organization will remain in excellent hands. During my sabbatical, my colleagues Abbie Bush
and Kayla O’Brien will be continuing to lead the daily activities of the organization.



Thank you to everyone who has supported me throughout my years at the Indiana Bar
Foundation. I look forward to returning in September with renewed perspective, fresh ideas,
and an even deeper appreciation for the power of service, volunteerism, and civic
engagement. I am excited to continue working alongside all of you as we advance the
Indiana Bar Foundation's mission and build on the important work ahead.

Until then, thank you for all that you do to advance the mission of the Indiana Bar Foundation
and to make Indiana a better place for all.

Register Today

Join Us in Honoring Our Three Award
Recipients at the 2026 Annual Meeting &
Awards Luncheon on June 26

Each year, the Indiana Bar Foundation proudly hosts
its Annual Meeting & Awards Luncheon to recognize
three outstanding individuals whose philanthropy and
dedication have significantly advanced civic
education, civil legal assistance, and the mission of
the Foundation across Indiana.

This year, we are proud to recognize three
outstanding honorees:

Legend Award – The Honorable Paul D.
Mathias
Champion of Civil Legal Assistance Award –
Monica A. Fennell
Champion of Civic Education Award – Amanda
Antey

We invite all of our supporters to join us at the
Westin Indianapolis on Friday, June 26, at 11 a.m.
for this special event as we reflect on a remarkable
year and pay tribute to our inspiring award recipients.

Thank You to Our 2026 Annual Meeting & Awards Luncheon Sponsors

We are grateful for the incredible support of our sponsors for the 2026 Annual Meeting & Awards
Luncheon. Their generosity allows us to continue advancing and expanding our mission and vision.
Sponsorship opportunities are still available. Join this outstanding group and be part of the impact.

https://www.inbarfoundation.org/2026-annual-meeting-awards-luncheon/
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/2026-annual-meeting-awards-luncheon/
https://pro.gofundme.com/event/2026-annual-meeting-and-awards-luncheon/e783083


Sponsor Today!

LAST CHANCE: Submit Your Civil Legal Assistance
Conference Session Proposals On Friday, June 5

There’s still time to share your expertise at the 2026 Civil Legal
Assistance Conference! Session proposals are due by Friday,
June 5, 2026.

The conference will take place on Friday, October 23, 2026, at
the Ivy Tech Conference Center in Indianapolis. This annual

gathering brings together legal aid and pro bono professionals from across Indiana to learn,
exchange ideas, and strengthen our community through engaging educational sessions and
networking opportunities.

If you have a topic, strategy, or innovative practice to share, we encourage you to submit a proposal
and help shape this year’s program. Submit your proposals by Friday, June 5.

Submit Proposals

https://www.inbarfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Final-Giving-Recognition-PDF_-1.pdf
https://form.jotform.com/260694680221154


Mock Trial Nationals

Congratulations to the Carmel High School Mock Trial team on an incredible showing at the
National High School Mock Trial Championship in Des Moines, Iowa!

Representing Indiana against top teams from across the country, Carmel finished 2-2 and earned
recognition as the 26th-ranked Mock Trial program in the nation.

After months of preparation, these students represented Indiana with professionalism,
determination, and excellence. We are proud to celebrate their outstanding season and national
accomplishment!



NEW - High School Regional Competition
Hearing Questions

The Indiana Bar Foundation will be using the state
hearing questions developed and released by the
Center for Civic Education for all high school regional
competitions.

Of the three questions per unit, to be released in mid-
August, one will be selected for use at regional
competitions, and two will be selected for use at the
state competition.

Questions will be posted to the competition page of our website as soon as they become
available.

New Textbook Distributor

Gibbs Smith Education is now the exclusive distributor of the We the
People textbooks. To request samples, explore a digital trial, or
receive pricing information for We the People program materials,
please submit a request at the button below. A representative from
Gibbs Smith will follow up with options tailored to your school or
district’s needs.

Pricing is customized based on your selected materials. While the
Indiana Bar Foundation is no longer able to subsidize the cost of

textbooks for Indiana teachers as we have done in the past, discounts are available for bundled
print + digital options, as well as multi-year subscriptions.

Please reach out to Megan Jolly at mjolly@inbarfoundation.org if you have questions.

Submit Request

Indiana Pro Bono Network

https://www.inbarfoundation.org/we-the-people/competition-and-showcase-info/
mailto:mjolly@inbarfoundation.org
https://gibbssmitheducation.com/partner-intake-form


Last summer, the Indiana Bar Foundation
awarded Pro Bono Indiana a $50,000 grant to
tackle a significant challenge: helping attorneys
more easily connect with meaningful pro bono
opportunities across the state.

Today, that investment has grown into the
Indiana Pro Bono Network—a centralized,
statewide hub designed to make pro bono
engagement more accessible, efficient, and
impactful.

The Indiana Pro Bono Network serves as a one-
stop resource for Indiana attorneys, law
students, and legal professionals seeking
opportunities to provide free or low-cost legal
assistance to low-income Hoosiers.

Whether you're launching your legal career,
coordinating pro bono efforts, or leading a law
firm, the platform is designed to streamline
participation, reduce barriers to service, and
strengthen access to justice throughout Indiana.

Learn More Today
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