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Celebrating A Year of Impact at the Indiana Bar Foundation

Every year, the Indiana Bar Foundation's Annual Meeting & Awards Luncheon provides an
opportunity to reflect on the work we've accomplished together while celebrating the individuals
whose leadership, generosity, and service continue to strengthen communities across Indiana. This
year's gathering was no exception.

As we looked back on another remarkable year, we celebrated significant milestones that
demonstrate the lasting impact of our mission. From investing millions of dollars in organizations
providing civil legal assistance to supporting innovative civic education programs that prepare the
next generation of engaged citizens, the Foundation continues to expand opportunities for Hoosiers
across our state. We also reflected on the success of our 75th Anniversary Celebration earlier this
year, where supporters helped raise more than $130,000 to advance our work for years to come.

The luncheon also served as an opportunity to recognize the many individuals and organizations
whose generosity makes this work possible. We are grateful to our President's Circle members—
Timothy J. Abeska, Faegre Drinker Biddle Reath LLP, Barnes & Thornburg LLP, and Ken Allen &
Allen Law Group—as well as our sponsors, Keystone Society members, volunteers, donors,
legislators, corporate partners, and grantees. Their unwavering commitment allows the Foundation
to continue investing in civic education and legal assistance initiatives that create meaningful
change throughout Indiana.

One of the highlights of the afternoon was recognizing three exceptional individuals whose
dedication exemplifies the Foundation's mission.

Congratulations to Amanda Antey, the recipient of the 2026 Champion of Civic Education Award,
whose passion for inspiring students has transformed countless lives through programs such as We
the People and Mock Trial. We also proudly recognized Monica Fennell with the Champion of Civil
Legal Assistance Award for her extraordinary leadership and lifelong commitment to serving
Hoosiers. In addition, Judge Paul D. Mathias, recipient of the Legend Award, inspired attendees with
remarks about the importance of dedicating ourselves to causes greater than ourselves and the
lasting difference that service can make.

The event also marked an important leadership transition for the Foundation. We are proud to
welcome Drew Howk as the Indiana Bar Foundation's new Board Chair and look forward to the
vision and leadership he will bring in the years ahead. At the same time, we extend our deepest
gratitude to Alex Orlowski for his exceptional service as Board Chair over the past two years. Alex's
leadership has helped guide the Foundation through a period of tremendous growth and impact,
and we are grateful for his unwavering commitment to advancing our mission. We also thank our
outgoing board members for their years of service and warmly welcome our newest members to the
Board of Directors.

To everyone who joined us at this year's Annual Meeting & Awards Luncheon, thank you for being
part of our story. Whether you support the Foundation through your time, talents, or generosity, you
play an essential role in strengthening communities, investing in civic education, and creating
brighter futures for Hoosiers across Indiana. Together, we are making a lasting difference, and we
look forward to continuing that work in the year ahead.
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2026 Annual Meeting & Awards Luncheon Recap

Thank you to everyone who joined us for the 2026 Annual Meeting & Awards Luncheon! It was an
inspiring afternoon as we celebrated this year's award recipients—Amanda Antey, Monica A.
Fennell, and Hon. Paul D. Mathias—recognized our outgoing board members, welcomed new
Foundation leadership, and reflected on the people and partnerships that make our mission
possible.

We are especially grateful to our President's Circle members, Timothy J. Abeska, Faegre Drinker
Biddle Reath LLP, Barnes & Thornburg LLP, and Ken Allen & Allen Law Group, as well as our
sponsors and supporters whose generosity continues to strengthen our work across Indiana. We
also wish President & CEO Chuck Dunlap the very best as he begins his well-deserved professional
sabbatical.

If you attended this year's event, photos are now available to download—we hope you'll take a look
and relive some of the day's memorable moments!

AMAL Photos

Thank You to Our 2026 Annual Meeting & Awards Luncheon Sponsors

We are grateful for the incredible support of our sponsors for the 2026 Annual Meeting & Awards
Luncheon. Their generosity allows us to continue expanding our mission and vision.


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/19dZdGBjG93rGH0_Qxh6ZyIw9xw2FOH2x?usp=sharing
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Indiana Bar Foundation Awards More Than $5.2
Million to Support Civil Legal Assistance and Future

GRANTS & Legal Leaders

SCHOLARSHIPS

The Indiana Bar Foundation awarded $5.2 million to 13 nonprofit
organizations dedicated to providing civil legal assistance to low-
income Hoosiers. In addition to supporting legal aid programs
across the state, the Foundation awarded $6,000 in scholarships
to four Indiana law students pursuing careers in the legal field.

The Foundation’s annual grants strengthen organizations that help Hoosiers navigate civil legal
matters and provide critical legal resources to individuals and families throughout Indiana. Read
more by clicking the link below.

Grants & Scholarships



https://www.inbarfoundation.org/indiana-bar-foundation-awards-more-than-5-2-million-to-support-civil-legal-assistance-and-future-legal-leaders/

INDIANA BAR The Joseph T. Helling Scholarship Is
Now Open

JOSEPH T The Joseph T. Helling Memorial Scholarship
[ ]

Fund was established at the Indiana Bar

Foundation by Nancy J. Gargula, Cynthia L.

H ELLI NG Chandler, and Douglas J. Helling in honor of
their father, Joseph T. Helling, who practiced law
in South Bend, Indiana, for more than 40 years.

Supporting Indiana attorneys in the

of practice. The scholarship helps young attorneys attend
@ APPLICATIONS the Indiana State Bar Association’s Annual
C OPEN ) Meeting by covering registration, lodging,
meals, travel, and family participation.
=)
o ETworaiG fae Applications are open and will close August 7,

2026.
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2026 We the People Competition Dates

With the school year starting soon, our We the People
competition is right around the corner! Below are the
fall competition dates:

Oct. 31 (Morning) - Central MS Regional - Marian
University (Indianapolis)

Oct. 31 (Afternoon) - Central HS Regional - Marian
University (Indianapolis)

» Nov. 5 - Southwest MS/HS Regional - University of

Evansville
« Nov. 13 - Northeast MS/HS Regional - lvy Tech Fort Wayne
* Nov. 13 - Northwest MS/HS Regional - IU Northwest (Gary)
» Dec. 8 - MS State Competition - Crowne Plaza Union Station
» Dec. 9 - HS State Competition - Crowne Plaza Union Station

More information will be posted on the on our website as it becomes available.

We the People & CREATE250 Summer Institute

This week, we officially kicked off the We the People & CREATE250 Summer Institute, bringing

together dedicated educators from across Indiana for a week of learning, collaboration, and civic
education.


https://form.jotform.com/261825640157054
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/we-the-people/competition-and-showcase-info/

This year, we were proud to partner with Ball State University's Center for Economic and Civic
Learning as our co-host for the Summer Institute. We also extend our sincere thanks to the
University of Indianapolis School of Education and the Center for Service Learning & Community
Engagement for their generous sponsorship and outstanding hospitality. Their support created a
welcoming environment where educators connected, shared ideas, and discovered new ways to
strengthen civic education in their classrooms. We are grateful for their commitment to civic
education and for helping make this year's Summer Institute such a meaningful and successful
experience.

Help Us Improve Indiana High School Mock Trial

To better support educators, coaches, and volunteers, we are launching two new working
committees focused on enhancing coach and judge training.

Mock Trial Judge Training Committee

This committee is open to both teachers/coaches and previous judges who are passionate about
creating a more thorough training process. Please reach out directly to Nicolette Mantica, our
Volunteer Engagement Manager, at if you are interested in
participating!

Mock Trial Teacher & Coach Committee

This committee will collaborate on improving the resources and support available to Mock Trial
teams. If you're passionate about strengthening Mock Trial and supporting fellow educators and
legal advisors, we encourage you to join us! To express your interest or learn more, please contact
Megan Jolly, Program Operations Specialist, at

We're Hiring! Join Our Team as the School
Outreach Manager

SCHOOI- OUTREACH The Indiana Bar Foundation is seeking a School Outreach

YI\Y AGER Manager to support and empower educators across
Indiana through professional development, instructional
Apply Today! resources, and ongoing partnerships to strengthen civic

education in the classroom. This position builds
relationships with schools and districts to expand and
deepen patrticipation in the Indiana Bar Foundation’s civic
education programs, including We the People, Indiana High School Mock Trial, and Indiana Kids
Election.

This position will also drive the implementation of broader statewide initiatives such as the Indiana
Excellence in Civic Engagement Designations for students and schools. The Manager plays a
central role in advancing educator engagement and program integration and building systems that
support sustainable growth in civic learning statewide. Learn more and apply today.

BRIEE

Megan Clarke-Richter Promoted to Development Manager



mailto:nmantica@inbarfoundation.org
mailto:mjolly@inbarfoundation.org
https://indiana-bar-foundation-inc.prismhr-hire.com/job/1039232/school-outreach-manager

Please join us in congratulating Megan Clarke-Richter on her
well-deserved promotion to Development Manager! Over the
past five years, Megan has been an invaluable member of the
Indiana Bar Foundation team, helping elevate our events and
playing a key role in strengthening our Giving & Recognition
efforts.

Her creativity, dedication, and commitment to excellence have
helped redefine what success looks like for our development
initiatives while creating meaningful experiences for our donors
and supporters. We are grateful for Megan's leadership and look
forward to all she will accomplish in her new role.
Congratulations, Megan!
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