
 

August 2026

A New School Year, A New Season of Civic Learning

As the school year begins, we're excited to kick off another season of civic education across
Indiana. Thousands of students will soon be engaging with the Constitution, the judicial system, and
the principles of democracy through the Indiana Bar Foundation's flagship programs.

To the teachers, coaches, and volunteers who make this work possible, thank you. Your dedication,
time, and enthusiasm inspire students to become informed, engaged citizens and help bring civics
to life in classrooms and competitions across the state.

As we head into a busy fall, we're excited to share updates and opportunities from across the
Foundation. In this edition, you'll find ways to get involved, upcoming events, program news, and
other highlights from our work to advance civic education, support civil legal assistance, and
strengthen Indiana communities.

Thank you for being part of our mission—we're looking forward to another impactful season
together.

Partner with The Indiana Bar Foundation

Looking for a meaningful way to support civic education, civil legal assistance, and the next
generation of leaders? Consider becoming an Indiana Bar Foundation sponsor.

Our opportunities for organizations offer multiple sponsorship levels with valuable recognition
throughout the year, including visibility at signature events such as the Indiana Civil Legal
Assistance Conference, Indiana Civics Summit, and the Annual Meeting & Awards Luncheon.
Sponsors also receive recognition through Foundation social media, newsletters, and our website,
with expanded marketing opportunities available at higher giving levels.

Your sponsorship helps advance programs that educate students, strengthen communities, and
expand civil legal assistance across Indiana.

To learn more about sponsorship opportunities or discuss the level that's right for your organization,
contact Kim Berry at kberry@inbarfoundation.org.

mailto:kberry@inbarfoundation.org


Learn More

Register for the Indiana Civil Legal Assistance Conference Today!

Join the Indiana Bar Foundation and the Coalition for Court Access on Friday, October 23, 2026,
from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. ET at the Ivy Tech Conference Center in Indianapolis for the annual
Indiana Civil Legal Assistance Conference.

As Indiana's largest civil legal assistance conference, this event brings together legal aid providers,
pro bono attorneys, judges, law students, paralegals, and other advocates committed to expanding
access to justice. Attendees can earn CLE credits, choose from more than 20 educational sessions,
explore the enhanced conference app, and connect with organizations from across the state at the
new Civil Legal Aid Fair.

Registration is open through October 9 (or until capacity is reached), so register early to reserve
your spot.

Register Today!

https://files.constantcontact.com/751c3e4b001/48f3bf1e-2b7a-41c3-b944-c0019117783a.pdf?rdr=true
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/claconferencedraft/event/2026indianacivillegalassistanceconference/


EXTENDED DEADLINE - The Joseph T.
Helling Scholarship

The Joseph T. Helling Memorial Scholarship
Fund was established at the Indiana Bar
Foundation by Nancy J. Gargula, Cynthia L.
Chandler, and Douglas J. Helling in honor of
their father, Joseph T. Helling, who practiced law
in South Bend, Indiana, for more than 40 years.

﻿The scholarship helps young attorneys attend
the Indiana State Bar Association’s Annual
Meeting by covering registration, lodging,
meals, travel, and family participation.

The application deadline has been extended
a week to Friday, August 14. If you know
someone who meets the criteria, share this
scholarship with them!

Apply Today

2026 We the People Updates

The 2026-27 school year has started in Indiana, and
that means our flagship civic education program is
here!

Below are updates regarding registration, competition
dates, and judge registration.

Class Registration is Now Open!

We’re excited to welcome schools for another great year and invite coaches to register their
classes. We look forward to another successful year and can’t wait to see your students participate!

High School

Middle School

2026 We the People Competition Dates
Oct. 31 (Morning) - Central MS Regional - Marian University (Indianapolis)
Oct. 31 (Afternoon) - Central HS Regional - Marian University (Indianapolis)
Nov. 5 - Southwest MS/HS Regional - University of Evansville
Nov. 13 - Northeast MS/HS Regional - Ivy Tech Fort Wayne
Nov. 13 - Northwest MS/HS Regional - IU Northwest (Gary)
Dec. 8 - MS State Competition - Crowne Plaza Union Station
Dec. 9 - HS State Competition - Crowne Plaza Union Station

https://form.jotform.com/261825640157054
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/civiceducation/event/202627wethepeoplehighschoolteamregistration/
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/civiceducation/event/202627wethepeopleteamregistration/


Judge Registration is Open

The Indiana Bar Foundation invites you to support civics education by volunteering as a judge for
this year's We the People competitions. More than 1,000 students from across Indiana will spend
the semester studying the U.S. Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the foundations of American
democracy. Their learning culminates in simulated congressional hearings, where students present
their constitutional knowledge before volunteer judges serving as members of Congress.

No legal background or constitutional expertise is required. A basic understanding of American
history and government, along with a willingness to engage with students, is all you need. The
Foundation provides all the training, materials, and support to help you feel prepared and confident.

Volunteer Today!

Show Off Your Creativity: Enter the 2026 We the
People T-Shirt Design Contest!

Calling all 2026 We the People students! The Indiana Bar
Foundation is excited to launch this year's T-Shirt Design
Contest, giving participants the chance to create the official shirt
design for the 2026 competition season.

The winning design will be featured on T-shirts available for
purchase by students and teachers, and the winning student(s) will be recognized on the
Foundation's website.

Designs must include WE THE PEOPLE (in all caps) and 2026, use only black or white, and be
created by current We the People participants without the use of generative AI. Entries may be
submitted individually or as a team.

Submissions are due by September 3. Questions? Contact Volunteer Engagement Manager
Nicolette Mantica at nmantica@inbarfoundation.org.

Submit Your Design

Help Us Improve Indiana High School Mock Trial

The Mock Trial Judge Training Committee is looking for more people! This committee is open to
both teachers/coaches and previous judges who are passionate about creating a more thorough
training process. Please reach out directly to Nicolette Mantica, our Volunteer Engagement
Manager, at nmantica@inbarfoundation.org if you are interested in participating!

https://volunteer.bloomerang.co/volunteer/#/join-party?k=gsmb487o9hn3nh
mailto:nmantica@inbarfoundation.org
https://form.jotform.com/262143870319154
mailto:nmantica@inbarfoundation.org


We're Hiring! Join Our Team as the School
Outreach Manager

The Indiana Bar Foundation is seeking a School Outreach
Manager to support and empower educators across
Indiana through professional development, instructional
resources, and ongoing partnerships to strengthen civic
education in the classroom. This position builds
relationships with schools and districts to expand and
deepen participation in the Indiana Bar Foundation’s civic

education programs, including We the People, Indiana High School Mock Trial, and Indiana Kids
Election.

This position will also drive the implementation of broader statewide initiatives such as the Indiana
Excellence in Civic Engagement Designations for students and schools. The Outreach Manager
plays a central role in advancing educator engagement and program integration and building
systems that support sustainable growth in civic learning statewide. Learn more and apply today.

Apply Today

United States Senate Youth Program Applications Are Now Open!

Applications for the 2027 United States Senate Youth Program are now open. The U.S. Senate
Youth Program offers an immersive, all-expenses-paid week in Washington, D.C. for two
outstanding high school students from each state to experience the federal government in action.
Delegates also receive a $10,000 college scholarship and hear from national leaders across all
branches of government. 

https://indiana-bar-foundation-inc.prismhr-hire.com/job/1039232/school-outreach-manager


Apply Today

Partner Event: Attend The America 250
Fairgrounds For Celebration

The Indiana Bar Foundation is pleased to share
an upcoming event hosted by our partners at
the Indiana State Bar Association in celebration
of America's 250th anniversary.

On Wednesday, August 19, legal professionals
from across Indiana are invited to gather at the
Indiana State Fairgrounds for America 250:
Fairgrounds for Celebration.

The evening will feature a special CLE
presentation with distinguished Indiana leaders, followed by a networking reception and the
opportunity to enjoy the State Fair and the complimentary Happy Together concert.

To learn more about the event and register, click the button below.

Learn More
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