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Building Civic Momentum Together: Join Us at the 2026
Indiana Civics Summit & Educator Convening

This spring, the Indiana Bar Foundation is proud to partner with iCivics and
civic leaders from across the state and nation to host the 2026 Indiana Civics
Summit & Educator Convening on Thursday, April 9, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. (ET). This one-day gathering brings together leaders from government,
education, business, nonprofits, academia, and the legal community who
share a common goal: strengthening civic life in Indiana.

At a time when communities across the country are asking how we rebuild trust, encourage civil
dialogue, and prepare the next generation for engaged citizenship, this Summit offers an important
space for collaboration and action. Participants will hear from dynamic changemakers and engage
in conversations focused on civic health, civility, youth engagement, and the upcoming America250
anniversary marking our nation’s Semiquincentennial.

A central focus of this year’s Summit will be the discussion of the 2025 Indiana Civic Health Index,
one of the most important tools we have for understanding how Hoosiers participate in civic and
community life. For more than fourteen years, the Indiana Bar Foundation and its partners have
supported this biannual report to help measure civic engagement across our state and guide efforts
to strengthen it.

The newest Civic Health Index tells a story with a mix of encouraging progress and clear
opportunities for improvement. Indiana continues to demonstrate strong traditions of volunteering,
charitable giving, and neighbors helping neighbors, providing evidence of the social connectedness
that sustains healthy communities. We have also seen recent progress in voter registration and
turnout, though our overall rankings remain in the bottom third nationally, reminding us that
continued investment in civic participation is essential.

Importantly, Indiana also stands as a national leader in civic education policy. Our state is one of
only five states in the nation requiring a full semester of civics at the middle school level, ensuring
that students receive meaningful instruction in government, constitutional principles, and civic
responsibility before entering high school. Even more notably, Indiana is currently the only state in
the country to have achieved all the iCivics policy goals designed to strengthen and sustain high-
quality civic education. These accomplishments reflect years of collaboration among educators,
policymakers, the legal community, and civic organizations committed to preparing informed and
engaged citizens.

At the same time, the Civic Health Index highlights areas that demand continued attention. Levels of
public discussion, institutional trust, and participation remain uneven across communities, and
engagement still falls below national averages in several key areas. These findings reinforce an
important truth that civic health does not maintain itself; it must be intentionally cultivated through
education, opportunity, and community connection.



That is why we are especially excited that this year’s Summit will include the iCivics Educator
Convening, offering a dedicated learning track for educators featuring hands-on workshops and
classroom-ready resources on topics such as civil discourse, media literacy, Supreme Court
simulations, inquiry-based learning, ethical AI, and more. Early civic engagement through programs
like mock trial, youth advisory initiatives, and community-based learning remains one of the
strongest predictors of lifelong participation in democracy.

If you are passionate about strengthening civic life and bringing practical ideas back to your
community or classroom, I encourage you to join us. Seating is limited to the first 200 registrants,
and registration closes April 2. The registration fee is $50, with discounted and sponsored
opportunities available for K-12 educators.

Together, we can continue building momentum toward a stronger civic culture in Indiana that is
grounded in participation, understanding, and a shared commitment to our democracy’s future. I
hope you will join us in advancing this critical mission.

2025 Civic Health Index Indiana Civics Summit & Educator
Convening

Mock Trial Judges Are Needed For The State Competition

Mock Trial state competition is this weekend, March 7-8, and we need you!

Step into the courtroom and make a difference in the lives of Indiana’s future leaders! The Indiana
Bar Foundation is seeking enthusiastic volunteers to serve as judges for our upcoming High School
Mock Trial state competition.

Volunteer Today

Congratulations to the Advancing Schools

Mock Trial regional competitions have wrapped, and twenty-four schools are advancing to the state
competition to showcase their skills. For more information on the schools' advancement, click the
button below.

Advancing Schools

Register Today for the Indiana Civics Summit & Educator Convening

https://www.inbarfoundation.org/2025-indiana-civic-health-index/
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/indiana-civics-summit-educator-convening/
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/indiana-civics-summit-educator-convening/
https://form.jotform.com/253163483010144
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/2026-mock-trial-regional-update/


The Indiana Bar Foundation and iCivics invite you to attend the 2026 Indiana Civics Summit &
Educator Convening! This one-day conference includes national, regional, state, and local leaders
representing government, education, business, nonprofits, and the legal community. 

This year’s sessions include a showcase of Indiana’s civic health, America’s 250th anniversary,
civility, and youth engagement.

This year, we are excited to have the iCivics annual Educator Convening alongside the Summit,
bringing together Hoosiers from all industries – education, law, nonprofit, academia, business, and
more – who are supporting our civic improvement.

To support educator participation, iCivics will cover registration costs for a limited number of K–12
educators. If you are an educator, use code CIVICS26 for free registration. This is limited to the first
75 educators that register for the event. In addition, all K–12 educators traveling to attend are
eligible for a travel stipend. Full details and eligibility information can be found on the event
registration page here.

Register Today

Join the CREATE250 Community of Practice!

The Indiana Bar Foundation invites Hoosier teachers to participate in CREATE250: Expanding the
Civic Promise for All, an initiative led by Ball State University's Center for Economic and Civic
Learning. CREATE250 is building a statewide community of practice for K-12 educators, culminating
in America250 learning experiences for teachers and students across Indiana. Applications are
NOW OPEN for the following: 

Statewide Community of Practice (CoP) for Civic Learning – $1,000 stipend for full
participation (January–September 2026) and eligibility for a funded, expenses-paid civic
immersion in Washington, D.C.

CREATE250 Mentor Teachers – $2,000 stipend and eligibility for a D.C. immersion trip for
experienced educators serving as instructional leaders and mentors.

CREATE250 Civic Immersion Trip – Airfare, lodging, meals, and official program
transportation covered; requires commitment to CREATE250 professional development and
Community of Practice participation.

Learn more by clicking the links below.

Civic Immersion Trip CoP Mentor Teachers

https://www.classy.org/event/2026-indiana-civics-summit-and-educator-convening/e760595
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=n5D_b9wH2kCeMP11ScD0lHUtlnNucixBrxgA605xU1VUMVY0NkoxUlZEMFI1Slk2NURQUk1KWjlIVy4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=n5D_b9wH2kCeMP11ScD0lHUtlnNucixBrxgA605xU1VUMjk4SlZGVVVQOEpPQUpNMU5TT0NXWUNTVC4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=n5D_b9wH2kCeMP11ScD0lHUtlnNucixBrxgA605xU1VUNVUzVkw1RDVZVU9FQjRFNEVCQlY2STVDTi4u&route=shorturl


Road Map for Spring & Summer
Professional Development Opportunities
with the Foundation

The Indiana Bar Foundation hosts a variety of
professional development opportunities for teachers at
various levels to take advantage of. Save the dates
below for our spring & summer professional
development opportunities.

April 18, 2026 - Civics Scholar Deep Dive w/
Jack Miller Center
April 22, 2026 - Introduction to We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution (WEBINAR)
July 13-16, 2026 - We the People Summer Institute

More info and registrations coming soon!

Civil Legal Aid Fund & IOLTA Applications Open in Mid-March

Applications for the Indiana Civil Legal Aid Fund and Indiana Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Accounts
(IOLTA) Program will open the week of March 16. 

The Civil Legal Aid Fund was established in 1997 to support Indiana organizations providing civil
legal services to low-income Hoosiers. In partnership with the Indiana Supreme Court, the Indiana
Bar Foundation distributes nearly $3M annually to qualifying organizations around the state.

The IOLTA Program was also created in 1997 as a mechanism to enable low-income Hoosiers to
have access to the civil justice system. This access is supported through annual grants to civil legal
assistance organizations. 

New this year, organizations interested is applying for these grant opportunities will complete a
single application, which will be open from March 16 through April 24. To apply, click the button
below.

Learn More Here

The Foundation Yearly Scholarships Are Open!

The Foundation is now accepting applications for two scholarships to support students at the IU
McKinney School of Law. Please help us promote these opportunities by sharing the information
below.

Phelps and Fara Scholarship - The Phelps & Fara Scholarship assists a law student enrolled at the
IU McKinney School of Law with an interest in family law.

Deadline – March 31, 2026

Phelps & Fara Scholarship

https://www.inbarfoundation.org/civil-legal-assistance/#civil-legal-aid-fund
https://form.jotform.com/260073703208146


Hon. Cale J. Holder Scholarship – The Hon. Cale J. Holder Scholarship was established in 1984 in
memory of Judge Holder and is awarded annually based on dedication to the administration of law,
financial need, desire to be a practicing litigator, capacity for leadership, academic achievement,
and military service record if any.
 
Deadline – March 31, 2026

Hon. Cale J. Holder Scholarship

Thank You to Our 2025 Keystone Society!

The Indiana Bar Foundation would like to thank our 2025 Keystone Society. These are individuals
who have given at different Keystone Level tiers from January 1, 2025, to December 31, 2025.

The Keystone Society is an exclusive circle of visionary supporters who are driving lasting change
through their generosity. With annual contributions ranging from $1,000 to $10,000, these dedicated
individuals and organizations play a pivotal role in sustaining our daily operations, advancing civic
education, and expanding access to civil legal assistance for Hoosiers across the state.

Join The Keystone Society Today

https://form.jotform.com/260073774347158
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/keystone-society/


Save The Date - 2026 Annual Meeting &
Awards Luncheon

The Indiana Bar Foundation cordially invites you to
an afternoon of celebration, recognition, and
connection at our fifth Annual Meeting & Awards
Luncheon on Friday, June 26, at The Westin
Indianapolis.

Gather with the Foundation’s most dedicated
supporters as we recognize the 2026 award
honorees, reflect on our accomplishments over the
past year, and share an exciting vision for the future. 2025 Award Honorees
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