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Lee Hamilton and the Work We Continue

The State of Indiana, our nation, and everyone who believes in principled
public service recently paused to remember the extraordinary life of Lee H.
Hamilton who passed away on Tuesday, February 3rd at the age of 94. For
more than three decades in Congress and many more in public life afterward,
Mr. Hamilton modeled genuineness, civility, and an unshakable commitment
to democratic institutions. He showed generations of Americans, and
especially Hoosiers, that patriotism is best expressed through steady work,
intellectual honesty, and respect for the rule of law.

Mr. Hamilton represented southern Indiana for 34 years in the United States House of
Representatives, winning reelection again and again in communities that trusted his judgment
because he listened first. He built a reputation as someone who could disagree without being
disagreeable, who could find common ground without surrendering principle. Those traits defined
his national leadership, from the Iran-contra investigation to the 9/11 Commission and the Iraq
Study Group.

During the Iran-contra hearings, when faith in government accountability was badly shaken, Mr.
Hamilton reminded the country that constitutional democracy depends on candor between
branches. His statement still echoes today: Government cannot function cloaked in secrecy; it only
works when officials tell the truth. It was vintage Hamilton, calm, firm, and rooted in institutional
responsibility rather than partisan advantage.

After leaving Congress, Mr. Hamilton remained at the center of consequential national work. As vice
chair of the bipartisan 9/11 Commission, he helped shepherd one of the most comprehensive
examinations of government performance in modern history. The commission’s insistence on facts,
cooperation, and structural reform bore Mr. Hamilton’s imprint from start to finish.

Yet for all the national and international recognition, Mr. Hamilton never stopped being a Hoosier
teacher at heart. Whether in classrooms at Indiana University, community forums, or quiet
conversations with students, he returned constantly to the simple conviction that democracy
survives only if citizens understand it and participate in it.

That belief is where his path and the path of the Indiana Bar Foundation met so naturally. Mr.
Hamilton understood that civic knowledge is not abstract and that it is lived out in towns, libraries,
schools, and courtrooms across our state. His support for civic education initiatives, including his
partnership with the Indiana Bar Foundation in producing the Indiana Civic Health Index helped
transform data into dialogue and dialogue into action. When Mr. Hamilton lent his name and
credibility to the project, people paid attention, and communities began asking hard, productive
questions about participation, trust, and opportunity.

One of the great privileges of my professional life was time spent on the road with Mr. Hamilton and
former Chief Justice of Indiana Randall Shepard, traveling from town to town to discuss what the



Civic Health Index revealed about our strengths and our challenges. The events were memorable,
but the drives between them were unforgettable opportunities for an individualized master class in
public service. For hours, I was able to ask Mr. Hamilton about Congress, about moments of crisis,
about the people he had worked with over a lifetime of service, and about leadership when the
cameras were gone.

He spoke of presidents he had known from John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson to Ronald
Reagan with a mixture of respect and clear-eyed realism. He reflected on conversations with United
States Supreme Court Justices such as Antonin Scalia and Sandra Day O'Connor, always circling
back to the same point that institutions matter, and the people inside them must act with integrity if
the system is to endure.

What struck me most was his generosity. Here was a man who had stood at the center of history,
yet he treated a car ride across rural Indiana as an opportunity to teach, to mentor, and to
encourage the next generation to take responsibility for our civic life.

Lee Hamilton’s legacy will live on in books, archives, and the many reforms he helped inspire. In
Indiana though, it will also live in something more intimate and powerful. It will endure through the
many community conversations, informed citizens, and young people who came to believe that
public service is honorable work because he lived that example every day.

We are better because he served. We are stronger because he taught. And we carry forward our
civic education mission determined to match the faith he placed in all of us.

Deepen Your Involvement with the Indiana Bar Foundation

Make a Difference. Forge Your Legacy.

Looking for a meaningful way to deepen your involvement with the Indiana Bar Foundation? Now is
the time to take your giving to the next level through the Foundation’s corporate sponsorship
opportunities.

Your sponsorship does more than elevate your brand; it also fuels civic education, strengthens
communities, and provides civil legal assistance to Hoosiers. Your support helps expand



cornerstone programs like We the People and high school Mock Trial, opening doors for students to
explore the legal profession through hands-on learning.

Sponsorship Levels Designed for Impact:

Benefactor ($25,000): Full cross-marketing partnership with year-round statewide visibility
Patron ($10,000+): Recognition across major statewide events and Foundation
communications
Advocate ($5,000+): Targeted event recognition and multi-channel promotion
Supporter ($2,500+): Event presence and recognition opportunities

No matter your level, your support helps expand these programs while positioning your organization
as a champion for civic engagement and civil legal assistance in Indiana.

If you would like to learn more, contact the Director of Development, Kim Berry, at
kberry@inbarfoundation.org to explore how your organization can make a lasting impact.



Contact Kim Berry Today

The Foundation Yearly Scholarships Are Open!

The Foundation is now accepting applications for two scholarships to support students at the IU
McKinney School of Law. Please help us promote these opportunities by sharing the information
below.

Phelps and Fara Scholarship - The Phelps & Fara Scholarship assists a law student enrolled at the
IU McKinney School of Law with an interest in family law.

Deadline – March 31, 2026

Phelps & Fara Scholarship

Hon. Cale J. Holder Scholarship – The Hon. Cale J. Holder Scholarship was established in 1984 in
memory of Judge Holder and is awarded annually based on dedication to the administration of law,
financial need, desire to be a practicing litigator, capacity for leadership, academic achievement,
and military service record if any.
 
Deadline – March 31, 2026

Hon. Cale J. Holder Scholarship

Mock Trial Judges Are Still Needed

Mock Trial competitions begin this week, and we need you!

Step into the courtroom and make a difference in the lives of Indiana’s future leaders! The Indiana
Bar Foundation is seeking enthusiastic volunteers to serve as judges for our upcoming High School
Mock Trial regional and state competitions.

By volunteering, you’ll have the chance to:
·       Witness firsthand the incredible talent and preparation of Indiana’s high school students.
·       Help guide and inspire the next generation of critical thinkers and advocates.
·       Be part of an exciting and impactful experience that supports civic education.
Upcoming Competition Dates:
·       February 14, 2026 – Evansville & South Bend Regional Competition Dates
·       February 21, 2026 – Indianapolis & Hammond Regional Competitions Dates
·       March 7–8, 2026 – State Competition (Indianapolis)

Your time and expertise can make a lasting impact. Click below to learn more and sign up to judge!

mailto:kberry@inbarfoundation.org
https://form.jotform.com/260073703208146
https://form.jotform.com/260073774347158


Volunteer Today

Explore The 2025 Civic Health Index!

The Indiana Bar Foundation is proud to share
the 2025 Indiana Civic Health Index, offering a
snapshot of how Hoosiers engage in civic life,
from voting and volunteerism to youth
involvement and community connection.

This year’s report highlights encouraging gains
in voter registration and turnout, alongside
opportunities to strengthen civic participation,
especially among younger Hoosiers. The
findings also underscore the importance of civic
education and community engagement in
building a more connected Indiana.

Read The Full Report Here

Save The Date: Annual Civics Summit - Thursday April 9

The Indiana Bar Foundation is excited to invite you to the 2026 Civics Summit! This one-day
conference will bring together civic leaders to raise awareness, foster collaboration, and amplify the
positive impact of civic education and outreach across Indiana.

We look forward to welcoming attendees to this year’s event. Stay tuned for more details, and be
sure to follow us on social media for the latest updates!
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https://form.jotform.com/253163483010144
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2025-Indiana-Civic-Health-Index-Final-Print-Version.pdf
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