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Looking Ahead with Gratitude, Purpose, and Momentum

As we enter 2026, | am excited about where the Indiana Bar Foundation has
been and where we are headed next.

Last year marked a historic milestone as we celebrated our 75th anniversary
in October. It was a moment to honor the generations of lawyers, judges,
educators, donors, volunteers, and partners who built this organization and
sustained its mission across decades. But anniversaries are not only about
looking back. They are also about recommitting ourselves to the work ahead
which has never been more important!

The year before us is filled with opportunity.

In 2026, the Indiana Bar Foundation will continue to expand and strengthen its work in civic
education and civil legal assistance, ensuring that Hoosiers of all ages have the knowledge, tools,
and support they need to fully participate in our democracy and access justice when it matters most.
From classrooms to courtrooms, our focus on strengthening the rule of law by serving people and
communities across Indiana remains the same.

That work is only possible because of partnership.

At the heart of everything we do is collaborative partnership. We are only successful because we
work with schools, courts, legal service providers, community organizations, policy makers, and
other partners around the state and the country who share our commitment to civic education and
engagement and equal justice. Just as importantly, our impact depends on individuals who are
willing to step forward and give their time and expertise in service of others.

As we begin the new year, | want to extend a special invitation to lawyers, judges, educators, and
community members across the state.

One of the most immediate and meaningful ways to get involved is through the Indiana High School
Mock Trial program, which is now entering its competition season. Each year, thousands of students
across Indiana sharpen their critical thinking, public speaking, and civic literacy skills by stepping
into the roles of attorneys and witnesses in real-world legal scenarios. For many students, Mock
Trial is a transformative experience that sparks confidence, curiosity, and sometimes even a future
career in law or public service.

That experience depends on volunteers.

We are currently seeking attorneys, judges, and community volunteers to serve as presiding judges,
scoring judges, and evaluators at regional Mock Trial competitions held throughout the state, as well
as at the Indiana State Championship in March. Whether you can volunteer for a single day or
multiple rounds, your presence makes an extraordinary difference. Students consistently tell us that
feedback from legal professionals is one of the most impactful parts of their Mock Trial experience.
Volunteering is straightforward, rewarding, and flexible and it is one of the most direct ways to
support civic education in Indiana’s schools.



If you are interested in participating this season, | encourage you to sign up through our website at
https://[form.jotform.com/253163483010144.

As we look ahead to 2026, | am energized by the momentum created during our anniversary year

and inspired by the possibilities that lie before us. Together with continued strong partnerships and
dedicated volunteers, we will continue to expand opportunity, strengthen civic understanding, and

ensure that justice is accessible to all Hoosiers.

Thank you for being part of this work, and for standing with the Indiana Bar Foundation as we begin
our next chapter.

Here'’s to a new year of impact, service, and shared purpose.

Chuck

GIVING & REGOGNITION

Become A Keystone Partner as a Monthly Donor Today!

Start 2026 by making a lasting impact. When you become a monthly donor, your steady support
fuels the Indiana Bar Foundation’s mission every single day—strengthening civic education and
expanding vital civil legal assistance for Hoosiers statewide.

An unrestricted monthly gift of $85 enrolls you on the path to joining our Keystone Society at the
Partner Level. This distinguished group of donors—contributing $1,000 to $10,000 annually—drives
meaningful, measurable change across Indiana. Their generosity powers classroom programs and
supports community civil legal assistance.

As a Keystone Society member, you'll receive exclusive networking opportunities and special
recognition for your leadership and commitment.

Your monthly gift creates sustained impact.

If you're ready to begin, click the link below to make your monthly contribution.
To learn more, contact our Director of Development, Kim Berry, at kberry@inbarfoundation.org.



https://form.jotform.com/253163483010144
mailto:kberry@inbarfoundation.org

Become a Partner as
a Monthly Donor
Today!

$85/Month

Make A Difference. Forge Your Legacy.

A monthly gift of $85 enrolls you on the
path to joining our Keystone Society at the
Partner Level. This distinguished group of
donors—contributing 51,000 to $10,000
annually—drives meaningful, measurable
change across Indiana.

Become A Keystone Monthly Donor Today!

The Foundation Awards Yearly Scholarships!

This past Fall, the Foundation distributed $8K among four scholarship recipients working to become
tomorrow’s future leaders. The Phelps & Fara Scholarship assists a law student enrolled at the 1U
McKinney School of Law with an interest in family law. The Hon. Cale J. Holder Scholarship assists
an IU McKinney School of Law student demonstrating dedication to the administration of law, desire
to be a practicing trial lawyer, capacity for leadership, academic achievement, and military service
record, if any. Scholarships will be opening soon, so be sure to check our social media for the
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Start The Year As a Mock Trial Judge

TION

Mock Trial competitions are just one month away, and we need you! Step into the courtroom and
make a difference in the lives of Indiana’s future leaders! The Indiana Bar Foundation is seeking
enthusiastic volunteers to serve as judges for our upcoming High School Mock Trial regional and
state competitions.

By volunteering, you'll have the chance to:
Witness firsthand the incredible talent and preparation of Indiana’s high school students.
Help guide and inspire the next generation of critical thinkers and advocates.
Be part of an exciting and impactful experience that supports civic education.


https://www.inbarfoundation.org/?campaign=567301
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/civil-legal-assistance/#scholarships

Upcoming Competition Dates:
February 14, 2026 — Evansville & South Bend Regional Competition Dates
February 21, 2026 — Indianapolis & Hammond Regional Competitions Dates
March 7-8, 2026 — State Competition (Indianapolis)

Your time and expertise can make a lasting impact. Click below to learn more and sign up to judge!

Volunteer Today

We The People State Champions

Last month, the Indiana Bar Foundation hosted We the People State Competitions for middle and
high school students. We are pleased to announce the winners:

Middle School

State Champion - Fishers Junior High School
Runner-Up - Castle South Middle School
Third Place - Fall Creek Junior High School

High School

State Champion - Hamilton Southeastern High School
Runner-Up — Plainfield High School

Third Place — Fishers High School

To read more and view the photos taken, click the link below.

Middle School

Save The Date: Annual Civics Summit - Thursday April 9


https://form.jotform.com/253163483010144
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/fishers-junior-high-school-earns-spot-at-we-the-people-national-invitational-exemplifying-civic-leadership/
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/hamilton-southeastern-high-school-takes-top-recognition-at-we-the-people-state-championship-advancing-civic-leadership/

The Indiana Bar Foundation is excited to invite you to the 2026 Civics Summit! This one-day
conference will bring together civic leaders to raise awareness, foster collaboration, and amplify the
positive impact of civic education and outreach across Indiana.

We look forward to welcoming attendees to this year’s event. Stay tuned for more details, and be
sure to follow us on social media for the latest updates!

WE DO
HISTORY.

\NDIANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

2025 United States Senate Youth Program Recipients

The United States Senate Youth Program (USSYP) is pleased to announce that high school
students Ms. Shivani Ankit Desai and Ms. Ishita Masetty will join Senator Todd Young and Senator

Jim Banks in representing Indiana during the 64" annual USSYP Washington Week, to be held
March 7-14, 2026.

Participants Needed for Indiana's K-12 Social Studies Standards Revision
Committees

Indiana Department of Education’s (IDOE) Office of Curriculum and Instruction is recruiting
educators and other stakeholders for review committees that will review the Indiana Academic
Standards for K-12 Social Studies. Interested individuals should complete and submit this form by
11:45 p.m. ET on Friday, January 23, to be considered for this collaborative opportunity. IDOE will
review all submissions and select participants based on several criteria (e.g., teaching experience,
current role, student populations served) to help maximize the representativeness of each
committee. Contact IDOE’s Office of Curriculum and Instruction with any questions.
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