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Shaping Tomorrow's Citizens, Together

Every day, | have the privilege of seeing how the Indiana Bar Foundation’s
civic education programs shape the next generation of informed, engaged
Hoosier youth, and every day, I'm reminded we cannot do this work without
you.

Our High School Mock Trial and We the People programs are growing in size
and impact. As more schools participate, we need even more volunteers to
make the programs run. Our goal is to reach more students who want to test
their advocacy skills, deepen their understanding of the Constitution, and see
themselves as future leaders, and | know that’s exactly what you want, too.
To make that possible, we need more judges, attorneys, educators, and community leaders to stand
alongside us.

To those of you who have already volunteered or signed up to serve from Evansville to Fort Wayne,
Indianapolis to Hammond, and up to South Bend, | thank you! You are the reason students walk out
of our courtrooms and legislative hearings a little taller, a little more confident, and a lot more
prepared for civic life. Your time, your expertise, and your encouragement send a powerful
message: what they are learning matters, and so do they.

If you haven't yet raised your hand, | hope you’ll consider joining us this competition season.
Whether you can give a single morning or afternoon to score a competition or even a full day to
serve as a judge or facilitator, your involvement makes a direct and measurable difference. No prior
experience with the programs is required, and we will provide everything you need.

Together, we can ensure that every Hoosier student who wants to participate in these high-quality
civic education experiences has the opportunity to do so.

Thank you for all you do to support civic education, the rule of law, and the young people of our
state.

With appreciation,

Chuck

Sign-Up To Volunteer


https://form.jotform.com/251045789275163
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=clickandpledge&nav=d3257a3d-6e01-4272-b13d-3c2b1f75a285

GIVING & REGOGNITION

A Toast To The Season At the Holiday Social!
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Make A Difference
Forge Your Legacy

Join the Keystone Society Today!
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Join the Indiana Bar Foundation on Monday, December
8, in the Grand Hall at the Historic Union Station
Crowne Plaza in Downtown Indianapolis!

As we celebrate a truly monumental year—made
possible by your support—we invite you to an evening
of connection, laughter, and refreshments from 5:00 to
7:00 p.m.

Registration is required, but attendance is free. We
can’t wait to celebrate with you!

RSVP Today

Support The Foundation & Join the Keystone
Society Today!

The Keystone Society is an exclusive circle of visionary
supporters who are driving lasting change through their
generosity. These members don’t simply support our
mission; they actively power it forward.

This week, we’ll be highlighting their stories on social
media. You'll hear, in their own words, why they give and
what this work means to them. We invite you to listen, be
inspired, and consider joining them in making a lasting
impact by becoming a Keystone Society member.

Join The Keystone
Society

Get Excited for What's New at the 2025 Civil Legal Assistance Conference!

The Indiana Bar Foundation and Coalition for Court Access invite you to attend the annual Indiana
Civil Legal Assistance Conference. The conference will offer up to 5 CLE credits and will include
sessions over a variety of topics of importance to the civil legal aid community. Here are some new
and exciting features attendees can expect at this year's conference!


https://www.classy.org/event/indiana-bar-foundation-holiday-social-a-toast-to-the-season-2025/e734150
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/keystone-society/
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The Foundation is thrilled to
offer an app for the CLA
Conference! With just a tap,
attendees can access session
materials, maps, real-time
notifications, and so much
more—all at their fingertips.
More information will follow
closer to the conference.

®

Close out the conference with a

wellness session open to all
attendees. It's the perfect way
to reflect, recharge, and leave
inspired.
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Don’'t miss the chance to visit
our first-ever Exhibitor Hall in
the Ballroom during the
conference! It's the perfect
opportunity to connect,
collaborate, and share ideas,
resources, and products with
some of Indiana’s leading
voices in social services and

legal aid.
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The 2025-26 Mock Trial Case Has Been Released!

Terry Smith was a talented member of the mock trial team at Midville High School. Terry’s role as a
witness in the prior year’s mock trial competition was instrumental in the team winning the state
competition and placing third at the national competition. This year’s team and coach were counting
on Terry’s talent and experience to lead the team to another state championship — and a chance to
finally take home the first-place trophy at nationals.

The team had already begun to work on this year’'s mock trial case when Terry decided to leave the
team to perform in the school’s spring musical, Cats. Terry believed this was their best shot at
earning a scholarship for college, which was otherwise out of reach. Since leaving the mock trial
team, Terry has been ignored and bullied by former mock trial teammates. The mock trial team’s
coach is Pat Putnam, a prominent local attorney and a member of the school board. Pat is aware of
the treatment of Terry, but believes that when you let your team down, there are consequences, and
it is a good life lesson.

Terry has spoken to the theatre teacher, Bays Sanchez, about the bullying and harassment from
prior mock trial teammates. Bays, along with all the teachers, administrators, and volunteers within
the school district, was trained by Presley Fisher on the management of threats, emotional distress,
and harassment within high schools. In line with the training Bays received, they informed the Dean
of Students, Sydney Green, of the issues Terry was having with the mock trial team. Sydney has
informed Pat of the incidents.

Bays has a close friend who is an admissions and scholarship advisor for The Juilliard School. This
friend has agreed to see Terry’s performance in Cats to consider them for a scholarship. On the
opening night of Cats, Terry’s world is shocked by a series of social media posts that are scathing



reviews of Terry’s performance at the dress rehearsal. Terry is so undone by the post that they
freeze during their big solo. The Juilliard advisor leaves the performance the minute Terry freezes
and tells the theatre teacher that Terry will always be an amateur.

Dr. Lynn Carter is the plaintiff's nationally renowned expert on appropriate practices for
management of threats, emotional distress, and harassment within high schools.

2025-26 Mock Trial Case

Mock Trial Competitions Dates & Team Registration

Registration for the Mock Trial competition is now open. Teams can register by clicking the link
below. Registration cost is $200 per team; $100 per team for a new school or school that has not
participated in last three years.

November 20, 2025 — Intro to Mock Trial Zoom Workshop

December 5, 2025 — First Case Q&A Submission Deadline

December 16, 2025 — On-Time School/Team Registration Deadline
December 16, 2025 — First Q&A Response Posted

January 16, 2026 — Second Case Q&A Submission Deadline

January 23, 2026 — Team Drop Deadline for Refund

January 23, 2026 — Second Case Q&A Posted

February 14, 2026 — Evansville & South Bend Regional Competition Dates
February 21, 2026 — Indianapolis & Hammond Regional Competition Dates
March 7 & 8, 2026 — State Competition (Indianapolis)

May 6-10, 2026 — National Competition (Des Moines, IA)

Register Your Team

Mock Trial Professional Development Workshop

Join us on Thursday, November 20, from 4:00-5:30 pm ET for Intro to Mock Trial, a 90-minute
ZOOM workshop designed for new teachers, coaches, and legal advisors, as well as returning folks
who want a refresher!

The workshop will be a crash course covering: Mock Trial 101 (program timeline, competition
details, logistics, etc.), recruiting and building your team, developing your legal cases, and general
best practices for coaching or advising a mock trial team. Hear from Indiana Bar Foundation staff
and a few experienced coaches and legal advisors with advice to share. There will also be time to
ask questions and share your own wisdom, too!

Register Today

Hoosier Students Have Cast Their
Votes!

This year, the Indiana Kids Election traveled
back in time to revisit the historic presidential
race of 1892 between Benjamin Harrison and
Grover Cleveland.


https://www.inbarfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2025-Mock-Trial-FULL-CASE_Merged.pdf
https://www.classy.org/event/25-26-mock-trial-school-registration/e738614
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScW0lw5fxmRV44eqzlqYhkPfPa6VwNu6_qYzz4GIpUTPij9Tw/viewform

di id With 21 schools participating and a total of
g !ana Kids 485 ballots cast, history was changed!
(ST (1 MG T (LE  Benjamin Harrison was re-elected with 306

Are In! votes!

The Hoosier students

have voted and
changed history by
electing Benjamin
Harrison as President
in the 1892 election!

BRIEE

We The People Teacher Receives Armstrong Teacher
Education Award.

Congratulations to We the People teacher Tim Sokolowski from Franklin
Central High School, who was one of 6 statewide teachers awarded the
Armstrong Teacher Educator Award for the 2025-26 school year.

Read more here.

PBS LearningMedia Ambassador Program

PBS LearningMedia seeks passionate educators and engaged community members to apply to be a
part of its Teacher Ambassador Program. Applications for the PBS LearningMedia Ambassador
Program will open on October 16, 2025, and will close on November 19, 2025, at 11:59 pm PT. All
applicants will be notified of their acceptance status by December 18, 2025. Ambassadors will be
expected to join a kickoff call in January 2026. Apply here.

2026 We the People Alumni Awards

The We the People Alumni Awards will be presented at the conclusion of the National Finals
weekend in Washington, D.C., in April 2026. Two honorees will be selected from nominated alums.
Applications are due Nov. 30. Nominate yourself or another alum here.
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