
 

Save the Date: 75th Anniversary Gala on October 3, 2025!

July 2025

Reflecting on a Year of Impact and Honoring
Champions of Our Mission

Each year, our Annual Meeting & Awards Luncheon provides a powerful
reminder of why the Indiana Bar Foundation exists and who makes our work
possible. This year’s event was no exception. I left feeling energized, inspired,
and deeply grateful for the people and partnerships that fuel our mission.

We were proud to recognize three extraordinary individuals whose service
and leadership embody the values at the heart of the Foundation: access to
justice and civic education.

Timothy J. Abeska received the Foundation’s highest honor, the Legend Award. Tim’s legacy
speaks for itself. Tim’s lifelong commitment to pro bono work, civic education, and advocacy for ALS
patients has made an immeasurable difference. Whether as a trusted legal advisor, community
leader, or as the inaugural board chair of Indiana Legal Help, Tim leads with resilience, generosity,
and heart.

For those Seinfeld TV show fans, a memorable moment from the awards lunch tribute to Tim was
when none other than “J. Peterman” himself (an inside joke due to their similar appearance) joined
the event on screen to offer some congratulatory words including one of his signature quotes from
the TV show:

“Congratulations on a job… done.”

It was meant to be dry, but in Tim’s case, it takes on a different meaning. Because the job wasn’t
just done, it was done with integrity, passion, and an unwavering belief in justice. Tim doesn’t simply
show up for things. Tim leads with integrity, serves with purpose, and leaves every place that he
touches better than he found it. That’s what legends do.

We also had the privilege of honoring Judge David Avery with our Champion of Civil Legal
Assistance Award. Judge Avery’s 20+ years on the Allen County Superior Court bench, coupled
with his leadership at Pro Bono Indiana, have helped shape and strengthen the pro bono landscape
in Indiana. His retirement last year marked the end of a judicial career defined by compassion,
integrity, and public service.

Our Champion of Civic Education Award went to Julie Slaughter, whose tireless behind-the-scenes
efforts are empowering the next generation of informed and engaged citizens. Through her work
with We the People and Mock Trial programs, Julie has helped hundreds of students find their voice
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and discover the importance of civic life.

Another highlight of this year’s luncheon was welcoming Allen Law Group & Kenneth J. Allen as the
newest members of our President’s Circle, the Foundation’s highest tier of support. Their
longstanding commitment to pro bono work and public service makes them a perfect fit for this
distinguished group, which also includes Tim Abeska, Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath, and Barnes &
Thornburg. We are grateful for their leadership and their belief in our mission.

As I looked out over the room during the luncheon, I saw a community united by purpose as
educators, lawyers, judges, and supporters came together to uphold the rule of law, empower future
leaders, and ensure access to justice for all Hoosiers.

Our honorees remind us that real change happens through service and collaboration. Thank you to
everyone who joined us. Your support drives our mission forward.

As we begin a new fiscal year, I invite you to stay engaged. Volunteer. Donate. Advocate. Together,
we’re making a lasting impact across Indiana. Here’s to continuing our collective impact together! 

Thank You for Making Our Annual Meeting & Awards Luncheon a Remarkable
Celebration

The Indiana Bar Foundation extends heartfelt thanks to everyone who joined us for our Annual
Meeting & Awards Luncheon last month. Whether you were able to attend in person or supported
us from afar, we’re grateful for your continued dedication—your support made it possible to reflect
on a truly impactful year.

A special thank-you goes to our generous sponsors, whose contributions added a touch of elegance
and sparkle to the day’s celebration.

As we turn the page on another successful year, we’re filled with excitement for what lies ahead.
Here's to continuing our mission together in the year to come!



Attend our FREE Northwest Indiana
Open House on Thursday, July 31

The Indiana Bar Foundation is closing out our
statewide Open House series—and we want you
there to help us finish strong!

Calling all of our Northwest Indiana supporters.
We are adding another stop to our Open House
series on Thursday, July 31, from 4:30 to 6:30
p.m. at the Lake County Bar Association.

Stop in at any time to connect with board
members, staff, and ambassadors of our
programs. This is a free event; all you need to
do is RSVP.

RSVP Today

Register Today

Tickets Are Now Available for the 75th
Anniversary Gala Celebration!

Join us for an unforgettable evening as we
celebrate 75 years of advancing civic education
and access to justice.

This milestone event will feature an elegant
night of dancing, a silent auction, and a wine
pull—all leading up to the highlight of the
evening: a special tribute to the Indiana Bar
Foundation’s 75 years of impact and excellence.
Reserve your spot today and be part of this
historic celebration!
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P.S...the Indiana Bar Foundation still has sponsorships available for the 75th Anniversary Gala
Celebration. For more information, head over to www.inbarfoundation.org or reach out to Director of
Development, Kim Berry, at kberry@inbarfoundation.org.

Indiana Bar Foundation Grants Four Students
Scholarships

The Indiana Bar Foundation has awarded more than $8,000 in
grants to four law school students through two distinguished
scholarships: the Phelps & Fara Scholarship and the Hon. Cale
J. Holder Scholarship.
 
The Phelps & Fara Scholarship supports a law student enrolled

at the IU McKinney School of Law in Indianapolis who has demonstrated interest in family law.
 
Established in 1984 to honor the legacy of Judge Cale J. Holder, the Hon. Cale J. Holder
Scholarship is awarded annually to a student who exhibits a strong commitment to the
administration of justice, demonstrates financial need, aspires to become a practicing litigator, and
shows exceptional leadership potential, academic achievement, and—if applicable—a record of
military service.

We The People Textbook Orders

Textbook orders for the We the People curriculum are
available to order from the Indiana Bar Foundation
today!

The Foundation will cover the cost of textbooks to Indiana
teachers fully involved in the We the People program,
including full adoption of the curriculum and participation in
the statewide We the People competition. 

For physical books, schools/teachers need only to cover the cost of shipping of the textbooks
$75/set for Level 1 Schools (Grades 4-6); $100/set for Level 2 Schools (Grades 7-9); and $125 for
Level 3 Schools (Grades 10-12). There is no cost for e-books.

The Center for Civic Education develops We the People textbooks to aid in the teaching of the
curriculum. We the People textbooks are available at the elementary, middle, and high school levels,
in sets of 30 student books and one teacher’s guide per set.

Textbook Orders

We The People Summer Institute Recap

The 2025 We the People Summer Institute, held June 22–26 at Indiana University’s O’Neill School,
brought together passionate educators from across Indiana for an energizing week of civic learning,
collaboration, and inspiration. Teachers at every grade level engaged in deep discussions on topics
like executive power, media literacy, civil discourse, and citizen responsibility—guided by university
faculty and experienced mentors.
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The interactive format, from thought-provoking breakout sessions to simulated congressional
hearings, gave educators new tools to bring the We the People curriculum to life in their classrooms.
With meaningful connections made and innovative ideas shared, the Summer Institute left
participants motivated and equipped to foster civic engagement in the next generation of Hoosiers.

Volunteer with The Indiana Bar
Foundation

The Indiana Bar Foundation is already gearing
up for another incredible year—and we want
YOU to be part of it!
 
Join us as a volunteer and experience the
excitement firsthand. With flexible opportunities
to fit any schedule, you can play a vital role in
empowering the next generation of civic leaders.
Whether it’s through our nationally recognized
We the People program or the thrilling Mock
Trial competitions, you’ll see students rise to the
challenge and shine as future lawyers,
advocates, and public servants.
 
Ready to inspire and be inspired? Click the link
below to sign up and learn more. Our civics
team can’t wait to connect with you!

Volunteer Today

We the People Competition Dates

Summer break may be in full swing, but it’s never too early to start getting excited for this fall’s We
the People competitions!

Our dedicated civics teams have already secured the dates for this year’s events—so mark your
calendars now! If you have any questions, please reach out to Amelia Miller, Civic Education
Programs Manager at amiller@inbarfoundation.org.
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We the People
Webpage

Join fellow educators for With Compassion Toward One Another

Join fellow educators for With Compassion Toward One Another, a powerful professional
development workshop taking place July 28–30, 2025, at Ball State University in Muncie, Indiana.

Funded by the Library of Congress Teaching with Primary Sources (TPS) Midwest Region, this
event explores the enduring legacies of Robert F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Through
primary source analysis and collaborative dialogue, participants will gain tools to teach civic
courage, intellectual humility, and public service—key values as we approach America250. The
workshop also commemorates Kennedy’s historic April 4, 1968, speech in Indianapolis, offering a
meaningful lens into leadership, justice, and empathy in American civic life.

Learn More

You’re Invited: National Civics Bee
Indiana State Finals

Help us celebrate civic learning, youth
leadership, and Indiana’s next generation of
engaged citizens! Join us on Wednesday, July
30, from 2–4 p.m. at the Indiana Statehouse as
middle school students from across Indiana
compete in the National Civics Bee Indiana
State Finals – a civics competition hosted by the
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Indiana Chamber of Commerce in partnership
with the U.S. Chamber Foundation and local
chambers. Students will present ideas to
improve their communities and compete for a
chance to represent Indiana in Washington,
D.C., this fall. The event, presented by Kinder
Morgan, is free to attend. Learn more and
register today!

Register Today

Learn More Today

2025 Conference on Civic Studies and
Democracy 

Mark your calendars for the 2025 Conference on
Civic Studies and Democracy, taking place
September 25–27 at Ball State University’s L.A.
Pittenger Student Center. Centered around the
theme Character, Aesthetics, and Community,
this three-day event brings together scholars,
educators, civic leaders, and artists to explore
the powerful intersections of character
development, artistic expression, and civic
identity in democratic life. Highlights include
engaging workshops, dynamic community
dialogues, and keynote sessions—featuring
Michael Greer, President & CEO of ArtsFund.
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