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Adopted by the Indiana Bar Foundation Board of Directors: June 20, 2025 
Effective Date: July 1, 2025 
 
 
1. Competition Events 

A. Indiana Bar Foundation will provide the infrastructure for We the People 
competitions around the state as needed based on geographical and participation 
needs. 

B. Participation is open to any interested Indiana public, private, parochial, charter, 
home, or other variation of schooling. 

C. Registration and competition questions will be released by the Indiana Bar 
Foundation at the start of the school year.  Registration deadlines will be posted on 
the Indiana Bar Foundation’s website.  

D. Regional competitions typically take place in early November, generally within the 
first two weeks of the month.  State competition typically takes place in early 
December, generally during the second week of the month. 

E. As currently constituted, there are four regions of competition.  The top 3 classes in 
each region automatically advance to the state competition.  If a region doesn’t 
have at least 3 qualifying competition classes participating, the remining slots are 
considered additional wildcard spots.  Wildcard classes will also advance to the 
state competition by having the highest scores of the non-auto-qualifying classes.   

F. The state competition will be a maximum of 14 classes. 
 
2. Class Eligibility & Composition 

A. At each regional competition, classes may enter either a competitive or showcase 
(non-competitive) division. 

B. To be eligible for the competition division, a class must: 
i. Be a part of a rostered course at the school.  This may include integrating We 

the People within a general social studies, government, AP government, civics, 
standalone elective, or similar rostered course. 
a. If a school does not have a competitive class, a club, after-school group, or 

extracurricular group may petition to participate as a competition class.  
Such petitions will ordinarily be granted, provided however, once a school 
sends a club, after-school, or extracurricular group to competition, they 
should be working to conduct the We the People program as part of a 



rostered class in order to continue in the competition division and the 
school has 2 years to do so and still participate in the competitive division.  
After the 2 years, if the We the People program is not integrated into a 
rostered class, the group may still participate but only in the showcase 
division. 

b. A school may not have a competitive class and a competitive club 
simultaneously.  

ii. Have a minimum of 9 students on the roster of the class or participating in the 
club, after-school group, or extracurricular group pursuant to these rules.  
There is no maximum number of students on a class roster, though it is 
recommended not to exceed 36 students. 

iii. Two or more rostered classes may be combined to create one competition 
class that would meet the requirements of a competition class. 

iv. One large rostered class may be constructively split into smaller competition 
classes, providing all students still participate and the rostered class stays 
constructively split until the conclusion of the state competition. 

v. Each rostered class must answer all questions from all six units.  Each 
rostered class must be divided into six groups with group sizes as equal as 
possible, each responsible for presenting their assigned unit.  No student may 
participate on more than 2 units. 

C. If a group does not meet the above criteria for participation (number of students, 
listed as a rostered class, etc.), or have extenuating circumstances, the teacher may 
request an exemption from the Indiana Bar Foundation, to be reviewed by Bar 
Foundation staff and/or board members, or may enter the group in the showcase 
division. 

D. All groups may choose to participate as a showcase group if they choose not to 
compete, don’t meet the competition class eligibility, or otherwise request 
competition accommodation (not part of a regular course, not preparing all six 
units, specific question in each unit, etc).   
i. A showcase class will not be among the ranked teams at the regional 

competition and will not be eligible to advance to the state competition.  
ii. Showcase follows the same format as the competition and will run 

concurrently with the regional competition.  
 
3. Student eligibility 

A. Students may only participate once in each level of competition offered by Indiana: 
middle and high school.  
i. There is no limit to the number of times a student may participate in a showcase 

group. 
ii. An exception is if a student transfers from one school to another with a We the 

People class, that student maintains eligibility to participate at the new school. 
B. Teachers will submit a roster as part of their annual registration to include the 

names of all students who will be participating on a team. Teachers will also affirm 
at the time of submission that their team meets all eligibility requirements, as set 



forth above, and that their team members are all regularly rostered students in good 
standing at the sponsoring school.  

 
4. National Competition 

A. The Indiana state champion class will have the first opportunity to represent Indiana 
in the We the People national competition administered by the Center for Civic 
Education.   The Indiana state champion class will abide by the Center for Civic 
Education’s rules of competition, including any fees required for participation 
and/or travel.   

B. Should more than one team from Indiana be invited to participate in a national 
competition by the Center for Civic Education,  
i. If a limited number of entries are offered, eligibility shall go in descending order 

of state competition ranking. 
ii. If there is no limitation in number of entries offered, any class participating 

during the school year in either the competitive or showcase division, or as an 
in-school event is eligible to register.  


