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The Power of Partnerships: Reflections from Capitol Hill

Several weeks ago, | had the privilege of representing the Indiana Bar
Foundation in our nation’s capital during an inspiring week of engagement on
Capitol Hill. I joined fellow members of the Indiana Philanthropy Alliance and
the CivxNow coalition, two networks in which the Foundation is an active
member, as we met with members of Congress to advocate for the
importance of philanthropy and civic education in building strong, resilient
communities.

Lifting Indiana’s Voice

On the first day of meetings, | joined Indiana philanthropic and nonprofit
leaders from several other foundations and nonprofit organizations from across the state to meet
with members of the Indiana Congressional delegation to share how philanthropy and the nonprofit
sector plays a vital role in strengthening Hoosier communities. Philanthropy serves as a crucial
partner not only through providing funding, but also through leadership, innovation, and long-term
commitment to communities throughout our state.

These meetings provided a meaningful opportunity to discuss how nonprofits work hand-in-hand
with government, business, and individuals to address community needs and support economic
development across Indiana. These conversations reinforced how important it is that our sector

remains visible and engaged in policy conversations at the federal level.

Connecting with a National Civic Movement

The following day, | participated in the inaugural CivxNow Hill Day event, where | joined civic
education advocates from across the country. National organizations like the League of Women
Voters, Rock the Vote, Girl Scouts of the USA, and the Center for Civic Education brought their
voices and experience to Capitol Hill, advocating for greater support and investment in high quality
civic learning for young people. This message of expanding civic education was even more timely
with the upcoming opportunity to raise awareness in conjunction with the 250th anniversary (Semi
quincentennial for those of you linguaphiles) of our country’s Declaration of Independence which

will be on July 4, 2026.

Representing the Foundation in this national coalition reinforced that the work we do in Indiana is
part of a much broader national movement to ensure that future generations are informed, engaged,
and prepared to participate in our democracy. It was encouraging to see how aligned we are across
states and sectors in our shared goals.

Partnership as a Path Forward


https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=clickandpledge&nav=243d3875-b75f-4054-a019-4b511bd6da8d

These two days on Capitol Hill were an important reminder that collaboration is not a luxury - it's
essential. Whether advocating for stronger civic education or highlighting the value of the nonprofit
sector, partnerships allow us to elevate our work, bring varied perspectives to the table, and make a
deeper impact.

The relationships that are nurtured in Washington with Indiana colleagues and national leaders alike
will continue to inform and strengthen the work we do here at home. These efforts also reflect the
spirit of civic participation we aim to foster through our programs and initiatives.

As we look ahead, I'm grateful for the continued support of partners like you who make this work
possible. The Indiana Bar Foundation remains committed to advancing civic education and civil
legal assistance statewide and we know that by working together, we can accomplish far more than
we could alone.
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e Join Us in Honoring Our Three Award Recipients
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Each year, the Indiana Bar Foundation proudly hosts its
Annual Meeting & Awards Luncheon to recognize three
outstanding individuals whose philanthropy and dedication
have significantly advanced civic education, civil legal
assistance, and the mission of the Foundation across Indiana.

Awards [uncheon

This year, we are honored to celebrate:

Legend Award — Timothy J. Abeska

Champion of Civic Education — Julie Ann Slaughter
Champion of Civil Legal Assistance — Hon. David Avery

We invite all of our supporters to join us at the Westin
Indianapolis on Friday, June 20, at 11 a.m. for this special
event as we reflect on a remarkable year and pay tribute to
our inspiring award recipients.




Thank you to our Annual Meeting &
Awards Luncheon Sponsors!
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Register Today

Attend our FREE Indianapolis Open
House on Thursday, June 19

Calling all of our Indianapolis supporters, as
well as those not far from the city! We are
adding another stop to our Open House series 4 i ~

on Thursday, June 19 from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at 2 OPEN HOUSE |=
the Westin Indianapolis. 7 :

You’re Invited!

Stop in at any time to connect with board
members, staff, and ambassadors of our
programs. This is a free event, all you need to

do is RSVP.
RSVP Today
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Save the Date — Civil Legal Assistance Conference, Friday, November 21

The Indiana Bar Foundation and the Coalition for Court Access invite you to attend the 2025 Indiana
Civil Legal Assistance Conference. The conference will be held on Friday, November 21, 2025.

The conference is intended for civil legal assistance providers, pro bono lawyers, paralegals, law
students, academics, members of the judiciary, and other professionals who assist in the delivery of
civil legal assistance to low-and modest means Hoosiers in Indiana.

Mock Trial National Results

On May 9-10, Trinity School at Greenlawn in
South Bend represented Indiana at the
National High School Mock Trial
Championships in Phoenix, competing
against 47 other teams nationwide.

Congratulations to the students, teachers,
and legal advisors from Trinity on their
accomplishments. They won two of their trials
at the competition.

Volunteer with The Indiana Bar
Foundation

The current school year may be close to a wrap,
but the Indiana Bar Foundation is already



ENDBIANA BAR gearing up for another incredible year—and we
want YOU to be part of it!

Join us as a volunteer and experience the
>> OPPORTUNITIES 4« excitement firsthand. With flexible opportunities
to fit any schedule, you can play a vital role in
i empowering the next generation of civic leaders.
Whether it's through our nationally recognized
We the People program or the thrilling Mock
Trial competitions, you’ll see students rise to the
The Indiana Bar Foundation is seeking vol to support these challenge and shine as future lawyers,
outstanding civic education opportunities for students: a dVOCGteS, an d pUbllC servan tS.

=
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Help inspire the next generation of informed citizens!

—— " R — Ready to inspire and be inspired? Click the link
10 the U'S. Constitution, democracy. history, and oitizenship-.no experience needed, below to sign up and learn more. Our civics

training is provided on site.

Competitions run Oct.-Dec. 2025 (middle/high school) in Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, Gary, team Can’t Walt to ConneCt Wlth you'

and Evansville. Elementary showcase: May 2026 in Indianapolis.

Will justice be served? You decide!
Volunteer judges are needed for mock trial competitions—help students build critical
thinking, speaking, and teamwork skills. Anyone can score; law degrees are required to
serve as presiding judges. Training is provided on site.

Competitions run Feb.—Mar. 2026 (middle/high school) in Indianapolis, South Bend,
Hammond, and Evansville.

Learn more at www.inbarfoundation.org

Volunteer Today

Time Is Running Out — Register Today!

Indiana educators: Don’t miss your chance to attend the FREE
We the People Summer Institute, June 22-26, 2025, at U
Bloomington’s O’Neill School!

Designed for high school, middle, and elementary teachers, this
multi-day workshop dives into civic education content, teaching
strategies, and We the People classroom prep — including the

simulated congressional hearing format.

Hear from top scholars:
e Dr. Robert Dion — University of Evansville, on Media & Politics
o Prof. Steve Sanders — Indiana University Maurer, on Executive Power
¢ Dr. Danielle Leek — John Hopkin's University, on Citizenship & Responsibility

Spots are limited, register today!

Register Today
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A New Chapter for Access to Justice
and Indiana Legal Help

The Indiana Bar Foundation was recently
featured in the June edition of the Indiana State
Bar Association’s Res Gestae for our work on


https://form.jotform.com/251045789275163
https://www.classy.org/event/2025-we-the-people-summer-institute/e658797

the Indiana Legal Help program. The article
highlights the origins of the initiative, the driving
need behind its creation, the partners who
helped bring our vision to life, and the program’s
current impact and future direction.
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Job Posting: Social Studies & Media Teacher Wanted - Sankofa School of
Success

This innovative and adaptive teaching role will lead and steward a new “specials” class focused on
engaging, standards-aligned instruction using media to explore history, government, geography,
and civics to help students develop a deep understanding of social structures, critical thinking skills,
and responsible citizenship. This teacher will teach grade-level bands of students across PK-6, with
a particular emphasis on employability skills like problem-solving, collaboration, and self-awareness.
The Whole Child Problem-Based Learning team will teach each group of students in the school
once per week and lead innovative interdisciplinary problem-based learning experiences with a
rotating grade level once per week.

This role requires a passion for teaching, strong instructional practices, and the ability to foster

discussions on historical and contemporary social issues. The ideal candidate will inspire students to
think critically, analyze primary and secondary sources, and connect historical concepts to real-

world applications.
Apply Today
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