
 

Save the Date: 75th Anniversary Gala on October 3, 2025!

May 2025

A Celebration of Extraordinary Service

One of the greatest joys of my role at the Indiana Bar Foundation is the
chance to work alongside some truly remarkable volunteers whose
generosity, dedication, and passion for justice never cease to inspire me.
Every year, we set aside a moment to shine a light on a few of these
individuals who fully embody our mission to inspire and lead change to
improve civic education and legal assistance for all Hoosiers. I hope you’ll join
me on June 20th for our Annual Meeting & Awards Luncheon , where we’ll
celebrate three incredible honorees whose stories remind us why our work
matters.

Tim Abeska: 2025 Legend Award Honoree
It’s hard to capture the depth of what Tim Abeska means to our Foundation and to everyone lucky
enough to know him. This year’s Legend Award is not just a recognition of Tim’s legal
accomplishments; it’s a celebration of a life lived with deep purpose. From his days as a Notre
Dame law student to his years in South Bend’s legal community, Tim has always found ways to
serve, especially in support of pro bono work and civic education. When he stepped away from his
law practice to care for his beloved wife, Mary Ann, through her battle with ALS, Tim’s commitment
to others only grew. After her passing, he found strength in helping others —becoming, in his words,
a “serial volunteer.” Whether advocating for ALS patients or leading as the first board chair of the
newly incorporated Indiana Legal Help, Tim continues to show up, speak up, and lift up others. His
story is one of resilience, generosity, and heart, and we’re honored to call him a legend in every
sense of the word.

Julie Slaughter: 2025 Champion of Civic Education
This year’s Champion of Civic Education, Julie Slaughter, brings her whole heart to every role she
steps into. Her path, from aspiring podiatrist to Deputy Corporation Counsel for the City of
Indianapolis, has been anything but linear, but every twist and turn reflects her unwavering
dedication to public service. Julie’s love for civic education runs deep, inspired by family values and
powered by a belief that small acts of service can spark big change. Her longtime involvement with
We the People and Mock Trial is just the tip of the iceberg. Julie is a behind-the-scenes force
helping to shape the next generation of engaged citizens. Humble, passionate, and driven by
purpose, Julie has given so much to our state, and we’re thrilled to recognize her for the impact
she’s had on countless students, educators, and peers.

Judge David Avery: 2025 Champion of Civil Legal Assistance
Judge David Avery’s name is synonymous with service in Allen County and beyond. With nearly five
decades in the legal field, including 23 years on the bench, Judge Avery has never stopped stepping
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up for those who need help most. Whether it’s expanding access to justice, mentoring new lawyers,
or volunteering with the legal advice line, he’s lived out the belief that to whom much is given, much
is expected. He credits his family and the strong pro bono culture of Allen County for shaping his
values, and anyone who’s worked with him knows he’s carried those values into everything he does.
Even in retirement, Judge Avery remains a steady, compassionate presence in the community.
We’re honored to recognize him as this year’s Champion of Civil Legal Assistance, and even more
grateful for the example he continues to set.

The Indiana Bar Foundation Invites You to the 2025
Annual Meeting & Awards Luncheon, June 20

The Indiana Bar Foundation cordially invites you to an
afternoon of celebration, recognition, and connection at our
fourth Annual Meeting & Awards Luncheon.

Gather with the Foundation’s most dedicated supporters as we
recognize the 2025 award honorees, reflect on our
accomplishments over the past year, and share an exciting
vision for the future.

This special event is an opportunity to celebrate the impact of
our work and strengthen our collective commitment to
advancing civic education and civil legal assistance for all
Hoosiers.



Register Today

You're Our Next Stop, Evansville

President & CEO Chuck Dunlap is hitting the
road to meet with supporters, sharing how our
programs are making a real difference in
communities across Indiana! Attendees can
drop in at any time to learn more about the
initiatives shaping the future of civic education
and legal assistance in your area. You will have
the opportunity to speak with not just Chuck but
also Indiana Bar Foundation staff and board
members.

Join us for our second stop in Evansville on
Thursday, May 29 at 4:30 pm. A special shout-
out thanks to former board member Scott Wylie
for hosting this event. We look forward to seeing
you!

RSVP Today

Call Out for Sessions at 2025 Civil Legal
Assistance Conference

For nearly a decade, the Coalition for Court Access and
Indiana Bar Foundation have brought together partners in
legal aid and pro bono to learn, share ideas, and build
community through a day-long event featuring engaging
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breakout sessions. This year, the 2025 Civil Legal
Assistance Conference will take place on Friday, November
21, 2025, at the Ivy Tech Conference Center in Indianapolis.

The conference planning committee is currently accepting
session proposals for the 2025 conference. If you're
interested in submitting a session proposal, you can do so by
clicking the button below. Proposals will be accepted through
June 2, 2025. Please feel free to share this opportunity with
others who might be interested.

We appreciate your help making this year’s conference a great success, and hope to see you at this
year’s conference.

Submit
Proposals

Congratulations to HS & MS National We the People Teams

Over the past month, schools that advanced from the state We the People programs went on to D.C.
to participate in the National We the People competitions. The Indiana high schools that participated
were Plainfield High School, which received a division award, and Fishers High School, which
placed second.

The Indiana middle schools that participated were Fall Creek Junior High, which received a unit 3
award, Castle South Middle School, which received a unit 4 award, Fishers Junior High, which
received a unit 5 award, and Woodside Middle School.

Congratulations to all teams who participated in the We the People national competitions. We are
incredibly proud of them for showing off their civic excellence and representing Indiana. 

High School Results

Middle School Results

Teachers Get Ready for the Summer Institute

Each summer, the Indiana Bar Foundation holds a multi-day
professional development workshop for educators who want to
learn more about the We the People program.

Indiana elementary, middle, and high school teachers can join
the Foundation to learn in-depth content and strategies for
teaching essential civics concepts in their government, history, or

social studies classes. The Institute will focus on preparing We the People teachers to facilitate the
curriculum, which includes authentic assessments in the form of simulated congressional hearings.

Registration is FREE and attendees will receive lodging, meals, a classroom set of We the People:
The Citizen and the Constitution textbooks, teacher library worth $75, and 26 hours of professional
growth points.
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Register Today

Thank You, Teachers!
#NationalTeacherAppreciationWeek

Teachers are the heart of the Indiana Bar
Foundation’s civic education programs, inspiring
and empowering students across the state.
Whether volunteering, coaching teams, or
supporting in countless other ways, their
dedication makes these programs possible.

We are deeply grateful to all the teachers who
help shape the next generation of informed,
engaged citizens. Many businesses are giving
discounts and freebies to teachers this week.
Learn more at the button below.

Teacher Discounts &
Freebies

Federal Court Summer Institute

Delve into the inner workings of the Federal
Judiciary and the U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of Indiana. This intensive, two-
day summer program at the Birch Bayh Federal
Building & U.S. Courthouse will have you
learning from Federal Judges, Local Attorneys,
and Experienced Court Professionals.
Attendees will participate in an enlightening
capstone event simulating a civil trial. This
program is free, and lunch will be provided.

Register Today

Apply for the ALA $3,000 Teacher of the Year Award or $10,000 High School
Scholarship

For over sixty years, the American Lawyers Alliance has been active in its support of public
education, citizenship awareness and various service programs. Recognizing the vital role that
teachers play in law-related education, the ALA continues to sponsor its annual National Teacher of
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the Year Awards.

Apply Today

Do you have a student that was a superstar on your school's Mock Trial team? President of the
Student Body? Wrote a winning essay for NCSC? A wonder kid in Model UN? If so, have them
apply NOW for the $10,000 Catherine G. Jurgemeyer Memorial Scholarship!

Apply Today
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