
 

Save the Date: 75th Anniversary Gala on October 3, 2025!

October 2024

Make a Difference. Forge Your Legacy.

When professionals across the state think of the Indiana Bar Foundation, they
often mention our successful programs and initiatives in civics and civil legal
assistance. And while we’re incredibly proud of those, the true secret to our
success is YOU! You and the countless supporters and volunteers are the
foundation of the Indiana Bar Foundation.

Truly, our mission always starts with dedicated people like you.

As we enter one of the busiest parts of the Indiana Bar Foundation’s civics
program season with the beginning of the We the People regional and state

competitions, I want to pause and acknowledge the many volunteers who make our work possible
year after year. You, our friends and colleagues, are at the heart of everything we do.

There are so many volunteers who are crucial to all that we do; I want to recognize several groups
of people, many of whom have been steadfast volunteers for decades.

Thanks to the “We the People” volunteer judges from all corners of the state who share their
wisdom with students, shaping young minds from elementary through high school.
Thanks also to the many Mock Trial judges who are often the first to ignite a passion for our
profession as students present their cases with determination, enthusiasm, and passion.
Thanks to the attorneys from all walks of life whose generous pro bono work fuels our Civil
Legal Assistance programs and extends our reach to underserved communities.
Thanks to the people who, over the past 74 years, have volunteered to provide crucial
leadership through their service on the Indiana Bar Foundation’s board of directors and
committees and whose strategic vision and commitment continue to drive us forward.

To those already serving in these vital roles, thank you! As we approach our 75th Anniversary next
year, your contributions of time are more important than ever.

And for those of you who haven’t yet joined our group of remarkable volunteers, I encourage you to
take that step. Whether you’re passionate about introducing the Constitution to a group of fifth
graders, hearing cases from talented high schoolers, or offering counsel to those in need, we have
a place for you!

I would love to personally speak with you about how we can work together to make a meaningful
impact. I look forward to connecting with you soon and continuing our work to lead Indiana forward
together!

With deepest gratitude for the many dedicated and talented volunteers who are the

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvoDEB5ggeU
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=clickandpledge&nav=4897d4c2-5b5e-44fd-816a-85b20a69c5e2


foundation of the Indiana Bar Foundation.

Volunteer With
Us

Indiana Bar Foundation's Day of Giving

Please join the Indiana Bar Foundation’s board, staff, and supporters on October 15 for our
inaugural Day of Giving to kick off the 12-month countdown to our 75th Anniversary Gala!

We would love all our supporters, and anyone new to the Foundation, to help us celebrate several
decades worth of work in inspiring and leading change to improve civic education and legal
assistance for all Hoosiers.

Please join the Foundation on Tuesday, October 15 on Facebook, LinkedIn, and X to learn more
about the work we do. Gifts of any size make a huge difference and empower us to continue the
impactful work we do. Hoosiers depend on us; we depend on you.

Loan Repayment Assistance Applications Open

Applications are open for the Indiana Bar Foundation Loan
Repayment Assistance Program (LRAP). LRAP provides a
forgivable loan to help offset student loan costs for law school
graduates who enter into a professional career with a qualifying
Indiana civil legal aid program. Visit the Foundation’s
website here for additional information. Applications will be
accepted through November 5, 2024.

LRAP is made possible thanks to the generosity of donors who have established and supported the
Hon. Richard M. Givan Loan Repayment Assistance Fund and the Hon. J. Terrence and Peggy
Cody Loan Repayment Assistance Fund, both endowed funds at the Indiana Bar Foundation. Learn
more about these funds here.

2024 Civil Legal Assistance Conference Sells Out!

Registration for the 2024 Indiana Civil Legal Assistance Conference is now closed due to capacity.
More than 220 civil legal assistance providers, pro bono lawyers, paralegals, law students,
academics, members of the judiciary, and other professionals who assist in the delivery of civil legal

https://www.inbarfoundation.org/volunteer/
https://www.facebook.com/INBarFoundation
https://www.linkedin.com/company/indiana-bar-foundation/?viewAsMember=true
https://x.com/INBarFoundation
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/civil-legal-assistance/#scholarships
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/designated-and-endowed-funds/


assistance to low-and modest means Hoosiers in Indiana will attend. This year’s conference will
feature Jacob Sipe, Executive Director of IHCDA, as the keynote speaker and a new session track
specifically designed for navigators, paralegals, and non-attorney support staff.

Mock Trial Professional Development Opportunities

Professional development opportunities for teachers interested in Mock Trial, and those who are
veteran Mock Trial teachers, are beginning soon. Sessions are available on various dates around
the state and tailored for both seasoned Mock Trial educators and those new to the program. Click
here to learn more and register!

Register Today!

Teachers, Sign Up for Indiana Kids Election

Indiana Kids Election (IKE) is underway, and teachers all around the state are registering their
classes. IKE is a comprehensive way to teach students about voting by participating in a mock
election process. The goal of IKE is to help students understand the role and importance of voting in
our democracy and build the habit of voting into adulthood. The Indiana Bar Foundation will provide
unique lesson plans, created by Indiana teachers, for teaching elections in your classroom as well
as an online voting simulation platform for teachers who register.

Register Today!

Volunteer, Just Like Max Does!

Max Fiester is a Partner at Terrell, Born,
Sullivan & Fiester, LLP, but in his free time, he
volunteers with the Indiana Bar Foundation as a
judge for Mock Trial and our We the People
competitions. Fun fact: Max not only volunteers
for these civic programs, but he is also an alum
of our We the People program!

Volunteer judges play a vital role in helping
students showcase their depth and breadth of
knowledge about the American government
system at We the People competitions. More
than 1,000 students from classes statewide will
participate this year. The greatest need for
volunteers is in the Evansville and Fort Wayne
areas. If you cannot volunteer, we would be

https://www.inbarfoundation.org/mock-trial/professional-development/
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/indiana-kids-election/


Volunteer Here

incredibly grateful if you passed this information
on to anyone who may be interested in
volunteering. 

Four-Part We the People Documentary Airing
on PBS Throughout October 

PBS and Retro Report have teamed up to create CITIZEN
NATION, a four-part documentary that follows the journey
of We the People: The Citizen and the
Constitution students to the 2024 National Finals. The
series will premiere on Tuesday, October 8 at 9 pm ET .
Learn more and see the airing schedule at
www.civiced.org/citizen-nation.

Volunteer for Mock Trial at IU Indianapolis

The Mock Trial Team at IU Indianapolis cordially invites you to
serve as a judge for the 7th Annual Indy Mock Hundred, an
undergraduate mock trial tournament. To learn more about the
who, what, when, and where of the invitational, please click
here. To volunteer please complete the Volunteer Sign Up
Form. You can receive one Ethics CLE credit (one per day) if
you provide your attorney number at the event!

Federal Court and ISBA Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month

On Thursday, October 10 at 2:00 pm ET, Andres Chavez, Cesar Chavez’s grandson, will speak
about his grandfather's life, work, and legacy in a moderated conversation with Magistrate Judge
Mario Garcia. This discussion will be the keynote address at the United States District Court for the
Southern District of Indiana and the Indiana State Bar Association Latino Affairs Committee's eighth
annual Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration. The program will be held at the Birch Bayh Federal
Building and United States Courthouse in Indianapolis. It will also be available virtually via Zoom.
The program will last one hour, and one hour of Continuing Legal Education credit has been

https://form.jotform.com/241845741391157
http://www.civiced.org/citizen-nation
https://indymock.com/volunteer-judge
https://indymock.com/volunteer-judge


approved. Registration is required, whether attending in person or via Zoom, and is available here.
There is no cost to attend, and the program is open to the public

Bill of Rights Contest

The 5th Annual Bill of Rights Day Art & Essay contest sponsored by the U.S. Courts takes
place during the month of October 2024! Students in grades 5-12 in Indiana will respond to
specific prompts pertaining to the Bill of Rights. Students can win up to $500, and teachers
can win prizes too! Contest deadline is November 1, 2024. For contest prompts, complete
rules, and a link to the online submission form, please click here. Questions on the programs
may be sent to Mary Giorgio. 

Read More

Grant Recipient Highlight - Pro Bono
Indiana

Through its network of offices across
Indiana, Pro Bono Indiana (PBI) increases
access to civil legal aid services by
marshalling the volunteer efforts of Indiana’s
attorneys and paraprofessionals to provide
direct representation, virtual and in-person
clinical services, and legal navigation for low-
income residents. 

PBI provides services statewide, with eleven
offices anchoring services in most
metropolitan areas of the state.
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