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Save the Date: 75th Anniversary Gala on October 3, 2025!

September 2024

It's a New Season in Indiana - Election Season!

As we enter the post Labor Day calendar in Indiana, it means several things.
The school year is back in full swing, football season is underway - and every
team’s future is still bright, and of course, the unofficial kick-off to election
season.

For the past 13 years, the Indiana Bar Foundation (IBF) has been the driving
force behind the Indiana Civic Health Index, which measures a number of
metrics reflecting our state’s civic engagement. Of course, our rate of voter
registration and participation have been among the most highlighted of those
measures, and unfortunately among the most in need of improvement. As
many have seen from the most recent 2023 report, Indiana’s voting rate ranks us as 50t in the

country out of 51 (with Washington D.C. being included.) Needless to say, this is an unacceptable
position for us as a state.

The IBF has considered the best way to try to tackle this problem based on several assumptions:
e This challenge will not be solved in one election cycle.
o We should look at the opportunities and tools that we do have at our disposal and maximize
those.
e Partnerships and teamwork are key to making meaningful, long-lasting improvements.
o A focus on addressing the issue through early youth education is crucial.

Just like many broad trends, Indiana’s low voting participation has been developing over many
decades — and turning it around takes a long-term game plan and commitment. Rarely does a
football team with a losing record make it to the playoffs in one year’s time. That, of course, is no
reason to accept our current record as our future reality.

In creating a game plan to address this situation, the IBF has enlisted additional partners who care
about the issue of Hoosier voting participation as much as we do. Fortunately, there are many who
do! We continue our long-term collaboration with the Indiana State Bar Association to expand
Indiana Kids Election (IKE) to serve as the cornerstone of a nonpartisan youth voter education and
registration program. In addition to the ISBA, we approached new partners like the Eli Lilly and
Company Foundation who jumped in with a $100,000 grant to support the newly enhanced IKE
program. We have also partnered with other nonpartisan groups like the League of Women Voters
and educators throughout the state to get the IKE program into classrooms in schools across
Indiana.

Our goal is to begin to turn Indiana’s


https://www.inbarfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/INCHI-2023-2.13.24.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvoDEB5ggeU
http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=clickandpledge&nav=448387b8-49aa-46e3-8c26-f18b2fef0bec

Indiana is among the top 10 states in
voter participation. To do this, we are
focusing on each 11th and 12th-grade
class with a goal that every eligible
student gets registered to vote.

“Adccording to the Indiana Department of Education’s
public schools’ enrollment report, there are
approximately 80,000 students in each of this year’s
senior and junior classes, representing almost 160,000

potential new voters for the 2024 elections. Indiana already has a law (1.C. 20-30-5-4)

that requires every public and nonpublic

school in Indiana to include content and

discussion in the two weeks preceding
the election concerning election laws, methods of voting, and responsibilities of citizen participation
in government and elections, among other topics. Another tool that is integrated into our IKE
program is the Indiana Secretary of State’s online voting portal which any eligible Hoosier can use to
register to vote (before October 7, 2024) in just a few easy steps online.

Today is the official kickoff for our Indiana Kids Election and youth voter registration drive, and we
are getting the word out to teachers around the state and asking them to sign up for the program
and join our team!

To register your class, click the button below titled “Register Today.” You will then be sent to the
IBF’s website, where you can register. Once completed, you will receive an email confirmation with
important information and have full access to the website, lesson plans, information on each
candidate who will be on the Indiana ballot, and more. Classes that register will receive IKE
giveaways that they can wear.

As these students grow into adults, they will carry with them the lessons learned through the IKE
program. They will understand the value of their vote, the power of their voice, and the importance of
staying informed and involved in the democratic process. And when the time comes for them to step
into the voting booth, they will do so with confidence, knowing that their participation is vital to the
health and future of our democracy. LET'S GO TEAM INDIANA!

If you are interested in helping to support this effort and know of a Hoosier teacher (at any grade
level K-12) who is interested in learning more about the IKE program and accessing the free
resources for their students, please send them to the Indiana Kids Election page on our website.
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Save The Date for the Indiana Bar Foundation's Day of Giving, Oct. 15

As we begin the one-year countdown to our 75th Anniversary, the Foundation is excited to host our
first-ever Day of Giving on Tuesday, October 15.


https://iga.in.gov/laws/2023/ic/titles/20#20-30-5-4
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/indiana-kids-election/
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/indiana-kids-election/

For decades, the Indiana Bar Foundation has been the leading supporter of Hoosiers in need
of civil legal assistance and a champion of civic education for our youth, fostering
knowledge of American government. Our achievements are made possible thanks to the
dedication of our volunteers and the generous contributions from donors like you. Day of Giving is
an opportunity for you to make a difference—qgifts of any size empower us to continue the impactful
work we do.

Stay connected with us on Facebook, LinkedIn, and X for more details and updates about Day of

Giving. Your support helps us build a stronger community!

Registration is Open for the 2024 Civil Legal Assistance Conference

Registration for the 2024 Indiana Civil Legal Assistance Conference is open! The conference will be
held at the Ivy Tech Conference Center, Indianapolis, on October 18. It is intended for civil legal
assistance providers, pro bono lawyers, paralegals, law students, academics, members of the
judiciary, and other professionals who assist in the delivery of civil legal assistance to low-and
modest means Hoosiers in Indiana. This year’s conference will feature Jacob Sipe, Executive
Director of IHCDA, as the keynote speaker and a new session track specifically designed for
navigators, paralegals, and non-attorney support staff.

Register Today

Visits to IndianalLegalHelp.org Increase

Visits to the Indiana Legal Help website continue to increase, with the site averaging 40,000 visits
per month in 2024. We love seeing this growth and believe it is due in part to our focus on sharing
the website and resources at conferences and training sessions all over the state. Recently, Mike
Commons, Indiana Legal Help Manager, provided an overview of the website at the Indiana
Housing Conference, hosted by the Indiana Affordable Housing Council (IAHC), the Indiana
Housing and Community Development Authority (IHCDA), and the Indiana Balance of State
Continuum of Care (BoS CoC).
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Mock Trial Professional Developments Are Coming Soon
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With the new school year underway, the Foundation is excited to offer Mini Law School professional
development sessions to help teachers prepare for the 2024-25 Mock Trial season. Sessions are
available on various dates in South Bend, Merrillville, Evansville, and Indianapolis and tailored for
both seasoned Mock Trial educators and those new to the program. Click here to learn more and
register!


https://www.facebook.com/INBarFoundation
https://www.linkedin.com/company/indiana-bar-foundation/?viewAsMember=true
https://x.com/INBarFoundation
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/2024-indiana-civil-legal-assistance-conference-set-for-october-18/

Register Today!

We the People Judge Recruitment

Interested in discussing the Constitution with students? Join us at a We the People competition to
help make them a success. Over 1,000 students from across the state have been diving deep into
the U.S. Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and their historical and modern significance. Your role as a
judge is crucial in allowing these students to shine and demonstrate their civic knowledge. Join us in
making a difference and helping the next generation of leaders showcase their understanding of the
American government!

Join The Competition

Today!

Register Your Class Today for the We the People Competition Class Registration
If you haven't heard already, registration for the 2024-25 We the People competition is now open.

Check out the competition dates and locations, hearing questions, updated scoring rubric, and
registration forms below. If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to Tim Kalgreen.

Register Today - High School

Register Today - Middle

School

United States Senate Youth Program A

& UNITED STATES SENATE
m * YOUTH PROGRAM *

The Indiana Bar Foundation is accepting applications for the

United States Senate Youth Program! Two Hoosier students will <~
be selected for a $10,000 scholarship and to represent the State

of Indiana as Delegates during Washington Week 2025. They

will experience national government in action and meet

Senators, Justices, and leaders throughout government. AR UL

BRIEF

2024 Indiana Bar Foundation Grants &
Scholarship Recipients


https://www.inbarfoundation.org/mock-trial/professional-development/
https://form.jotform.com/241845741391157
mailto:tkalgreen@inbarfoundation.org?subject=We the People Class Registration
https://www.classy.org/event/2024-25-we-the-people-hs-class-registration/e607064
https://www.classy.org/event/2024-25-we-the-people-ms-class-registration/e607200
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/us-senate-youth-program/

The Indiana Bar Foundation (Foundation) awarded more
INDIANA BAR than $4.4M to 12 Indiana organizations whose mission is
> to provide civil legal assistance to low-income Hoosiers.
IR 20 The Foundation distributed $1.5M in IOLTA grants and
$2.9M from the Civil Legal Aid Fund established in 1997.
Ad(ditionally, the Foundation distributed $10K among three

scholarship recipients working to become tomorrow’s
Read More future leaders.

Immersion on Government, Law, and Ethics

The Indiana Bar Foundation, in partnership with the Indiana State Bar Association and the Prindle
Institute for Ethics at DePauw University, will host an immersion event focusing on Government,
Law, and Ethics on Thursday, September 26 from 4:00-8:00 pm in Indianapolis.

Learn More & Register

You are Invited to the 2024 Civic Learning
Symposium

Registration for the 2024 Civic Learning Symposium on
September 27 and 28 is now open. This year’s theme
revolves around the need to build bridges across diverse
perspectives, promote understanding, and cultivate a
culture of civic agency. The Foundation's, Director of Civic
Education, Tim Kalgreen, will be presenting at the
Symposium on the We the People program.

Register Today

— Teacher-Industry Experiences in Indiana
c
TIE & IlIN

Educators can participate in ways to immerse
themselves in industries and experiences around
Indiana to help you enrich your curriculum and
create future-focused learning experiences for your
Learn More students. Participating educators can earn a $1,000

stipend for participation.

TEACHER-INDUSTRY EXPERIENCES IN INDIANA
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https://www.inbarfoundation.org/2024-indiana-bar-foundation-grants-scholarship-recipients/
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/indianagovernmentbook/
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/centersandinstitutes/cecl/annual-civic-learning-symposium
https://keepindianalearning.org/events/tie-in/
https://www.facebook.com/INBarFoundation
https://twitter.com/INBarFoundation
https://www.linkedin.com/company/indiana-bar-foundation/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6jTd5TIttVbkP6QMo2l2DQ
http://www.constantcontact.com/legal/about-constant-contact
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