
 

Save the Date: 75th Anniversary Gala on October 3, 2025!

August 2024

A Recipe for 5-Star Civics: Inspiring Students with
Primary Source

As the new school year begins in Indiana, my thoughts often turn to how we
can help strengthen civic education for young Hoosier students.

Enabling schools to provide their students with high-quality civic education,
such as incorporating the We the People program, is a fundamental
component of the Indiana Bar Foundation’s mission. This student-centered,
inquiry-based approach is a powerful way to engage students in deep
thinking about the core principles of American government and civics. This

method becomes even more powerful when original documents and other historic materials serve
as additional ingredients to the curriculum. Recently, the Foundation held a highly successful day-
long professional development session for Hoosier teachers focused on using original source
materials in their teaching. Not only did we bring in experts from around the state and the country to
energize and equip teachers, but we also partnered with the Remnant Trust to bring in actual
original printings of these historic documents for the teachers to hold and review.

The use of historic materials promotes active learning and engagement, instead of passively
receiving information from textbooks or lectures. Students are encouraged to ask questions, seek
answers, and draw conclusions based on their analysis of primary sources. This process helps
develop essential skills such as research, analysis, and synthesis, which are crucial for informed and
active citizenship. It also makes learning more dynamic and interactive as students become
investigators and historians, piecing together evidence to construct their understanding of civic
issues.

Students also get to see that our shared history and civic progression has not been in a straight line
with a unified voice. Far from it, primary sources provide diverse perspectives and voices, enriching
the learning experience. Primary sources offer a more comprehensive view of history, including the
voices of those who were directly involved or affected by events. This diversity of perspectives helps
students appreciate the complexity of civic issues and the importance of multiple viewpoints in a
democratic society.

It also fosters a sense of relevance and immediacy. When students see the actual documents that
influenced pivotal moments in history, they can better appreciate the real-world impact of civic
actions and decisions. This connection to the past can inspire a greater sense of responsibility and
empowerment as students realize that they, too, have the power to influence the future.

Seeing a room full of teachers clamoring to get their pictures taken while holding an original printing

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvoDEB5ggeU
http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=clickandpledge&nav=c2deb152-0994-4247-af57-e35ce849acea


of the Federalist Papers made my “civics heart” sing. While there may not be a singular recipe for
success in engaging students in civic education, I am confident that using an inquiry-based, student-
led approach with original source documents as ingredients and a knowledgeable and inspiring
teacher as the chef, can lead to a five-star civic education which is something we can all agree our
future leaders deserve.

Make a Difference & Forge Your Legacy with the Indiana Bar Foundation

Statewide Recognition for your Law Firm? Yes! Would you like your firm’s name and logo shared
statewide throughout the upcoming year? Maybe you even want to get involved with the
Foundations’ 75th Anniversary Gala approaching. You can achieve that next-level branding through
many sponsorship opportunities.

From entry to marquee levels, your firm can support the Foundation’s work - with a preferred event
focus wherever available - and reap benefits back at the same time. From $2,500 to $25,000, we
have options that can fit into your firm’s own budget or publicity plan. If you can partner with us in
support of our mission, we can help you gain real benefit in return.

Can you consider becoming a Foundation Sponsor? “Doing good and doing well” together starts
with just one click below. Contact our Director of Development, Kim Berry, to have a conversation!

Contact Kim Berry

Indiana Legal Help Form Feature

Indiana Legal Help now has a License Suspension guided interview available to assist Hoosiers in
completing the Specialized Driving Privileges Form and the Reinstatement Fee Waiver. Guided
interviews simplify the process of completing forms by allowing users to generate legal documents
by answering a series of questions.

Learn More

mailto:kberry@inbarfoundation.org
https://indianalegalhelp.org/legal-topic/license-suspension/


Conference Registration Opens Friday

Registration for the 2024 Indiana Civil Legal Assistance Conference opens this Friday! The
conference will be held at the Ivy Tech Conference Center, Indianapolis, on October 18. It is
intended for civil legal assistance providers, pro bono lawyers, paralegals, law students, academics,
members of the judiciary, and other professionals who assist in the delivery of civil legal assistance
to low-and modest means Hoosiers in Indiana. Check your email on Friday to find the registration
link, or head over to our website.

We the People Class Registration Opens

We the People competition information and registration for the 2024-25 school year is now open!
Find the competition dates and locations, hearing questions, new scoring rubric, and registration
forms below, and contact Tim Kalgreen with any questions.

Additionally, the Foundation is seeking judges to assist in this year's competition. To learn more,
click here.

Register Your Class Today!

CEAS Summer Institute

In July, 16 Hoosier educators from high-needs schools traveled to Philadelphia for 36 hours of
placed-based learning through the Civics Empowers All Students program. They visited the National
Constitution Center, the Museum of the American Revolution, and Independence Hall. Teachers
learned civic content and teaching strategies, were introduced to the We the People program, and
made connections with teachers from Indiana, Ohio, and West Virginia.

https://www.inbarfoundation.org/
mailto:tkalgreen@inbarfoundation.org
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/we-the-people/judge-and-facilitator-info/
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/we-the-people/competition-and-showcase-info/


Indiana Bar Foundations Hosts Multiple Professional Developments for Mock
Trial This Fall

Throughout October, the Foundation is offering several free Mock Trial workshops around the state.
Intro to Mock Trial will be held in South Bend, Merrillville, Indianapolis, and Evansville and an
Advanced Mock Trial workshop will be in Indianapolis. Visit our website for dates and registration.

Read More

Indiana Bar Foundation Grants $2M to Support
Local Eviction in Marion County

Lawrence Township Small Claims Court received $2.3
million in grants, including $2 million from the Indiana Bar
Foundation, to hire additional staff to support a local
eviction diversion program that is serving nearly all of
Marion County. This funding is provided through the
Foundation’s contract with the Indiana Housing and
Community Development Authority.

Here is Your Indiana Government

The Indiana Bar Foundation has partnered with the Indiana
Chamber to revamp our “Here Is Your Indiana
Government” book with a focus on civics for students. The
PDF is available at no cost, and hard copies can be
ordered.

Learn More

Meet President & CEO Chuck Dunlap

Meet the final staff person on the Indiana Bar
Foundation's team, our visionary leader,

https://www.inbarfoundation.org/mock-trial/professional-development/
https://www.theindianalawyer.com/articles/marion-county-program-battles-the-financial-incarceration-of-eviction
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/indianagovernmentbook/


Chuck Dunlap. Chuck has been the
President & CEO since 2001.

Learn More
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