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Save the Date: 75th Anniversary Gala on October 3, 2025!
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Dunlap’s Download

As we move into December, the closing chapters of 2023
prompt reflection on the many things | am extremely
thankful for at the Indiana Bar Foundation. This list
includes the Foundation's dedicated supporters,
volunteers, donors, partners, and employees, with special
appreciation for one individual preparing to retire from
her full-time role with the Foundation after nearly a
decade of service.

Marilyn Smith's impact on the Foundation transcends her
accomplishments in access to justice. Her professionalism
and exceptional ability to unite diverse groups have played
a pivotal role in achieving significant goals. Throughout her
tenure, Marilyn has demonstrated an unwavering
commitment to fostering collaboration and unity among legal professionals, community organizations, and
government agencies, earning her significant credit for many successes in the civil legal assistance field, both
within Indiana and nationwide.

Marilyn's professionalism has served as a guiding light, setting a high standard for ethical conduct and
dedication to the pursuit of justice. Her ability to navigate complex legal landscapes with integrity and poise
has earned her the respect of colleagues and stakeholders. Marilyn's transformative vision has been a
beacon for countless Hoosiers in desperate need as she approached challenges in legislative discussions,
partnership negotiations, and educational initiatives with a professionalism that elevated the Foundation
and the state of Indiana.

A standout quality of Marilyn's leadership is her skill in bringing together diverse groups with different
perspectives and priorities to achieve shared goals. Recognizing that access to justice requires a collaborative
approach, Marilyn adeptly facilitated partnerships between the legal community, nonprofit organizations,
and government entities. She epitomizes a trusted, respected leader with a heart for service, demonstrating
practical intelligence to turn transformative visions into reality. Marilyn's ability to bridge gaps and foster
understanding among diverse stakeholders has been pivotal in creating a unified front against systemic
barriers to justice.

Under Marilyn's guidance, the Foundation has become a collaboration hub where professionals from various
backgrounds work synergistically. This collaborative spirit enhances program effectiveness and instills a


mailto:mclarkerichter@inbarfoundation.org

shared responsibility for advancing access to justice. Marilyn's talent for building bridges and creating
alliances strengthens the Foundation's position as a force for positive change in the legal landscape.

The success of initiatives promoting access to justice often hinges on building consensus and navigating
intersecting interests. Marilyn's inclusive leadership style ensures the Foundation's efforts are
interconnected with the broader legal community and societal stakeholders. By fostering an environment
where different groups find common ground, Marilyn facilitates a comprehensive and holistic approach to
addressing the challenges those seeking justice face.

Reflecting on Marilyn's tenure, her professionalism and collaborative approach have been catalysts for
positive transformative change. Her legacy, marked by tangible achievements and enduring relationships,
positions the Indiana Bar Foundation for continued success in its mission long after her retirement. Marilyn's
example inspires a new generation of legal professionals to embrace a holistic and inclusive approach to
addressing the challenges of access to justice, ultimately working towards a more just, accessible, and
responsive legal system for all Hoosiers in need. Please join me in celebrating Marilyn's extraordinary
contributions to creating a better Indiana.

Civil Legal Assistance

Marilyn Smith Receives Unsung Hero Award from IndyBar

The Foundation congratulates Senior Counsel Marilyn Smith, who
received IndyBar's "Unsung Hero" award. Marilyn will retire at the end
of this month after nearly a decade with the Foundation. During her
tenure at the Foundation, Marilyn has worked closely with Indiana
Courts, lawyers, and legal communities to advance pro bono and
advocate for those needing free civil legal assistance.

(Pictured Marilyn Smith (R) & Rebecca Geyer, Indy Bar President)

Interest in IndianaLegalHelp.org Remains Strong

Nearly a year after the launch of a redesigned IndianalegalHelp.org
website, the Civil Legal Assistance team has provided more than 30
training demonstrations to individuals and groups around the state
interested in learning about website features. Most recently, Mike

Commons (pictured), Indiana Legal Help Manager, attended a Indiana
Library Federation Conference where he led the session “Indiana Legal
Help-How Libraries Can Support Publicly Accessible Legal Information.”
Libraries are key Foundation partners with almost half of our 150
Indiana Legal Help kiosks located in libraries around the state.



http://indianalegalhelp.org

Civic Education

We the People State Finals Begin December 12

The 2023 Indiana Bar Foundation We the People: The Citizen
and the Constitution Middle and High School State Finals will
occur on December 12 and 13 at the historic Union Station and
Crowne Plaza-Downtown Indianapolis. More than 700 students
representing 14 middle and 14 high schools will participate.

There are a few opportunities for those willing to judge the
middle school competition on Tuesday, December 12. Please
complete the Volunteer Registration Form or contact Director of
Civic Education Tim Kalgreen for details. Of note, again this year,
the United States District Court Southern District of Indiana will host a Naturalization ceremony on
December 12 during the middle school state finals.

Thank you to the educators, parents, and school communities for supporting these outstanding students.
Foundation volunteers, donors and sponsors play a vital role in ensuring the competitions run smoothly and
have the necessary financial support to make Indiana’s We the People program one of the nation’s best.

Banner Program Creates Pride for We the People Schools

GpeTnErTal The Foundation is proud to provide all schools competing in the We the
SCHOOL pmmmme=s People regional competition with a large banner to hang in a central location

PROUD fm=====  t their schools. With the banners being hung prominently at schools around
N the state, the Foundation aims to instill We the People pride to the whole
school and not just within a single classroom. The Foundation is proud of all
our We the People schools and looks to continue expanding into more
schools around the state. To learn more about We the People, visit the
Foundation’s website.

Pictured: Students from the We the People class at Castle High School
(Newburgh, IN) posing with their school’s banner, proudly displayed outside
the school’s auditorium.

Giving & Recognition

Giving & Recognition

A significant portion of the Foundation's year-round work is made possible by your gifts! Please know we
appreciate ALL gifts and amounts. Every $100 helps makes a difference! We understand many donors wait
until end-of-year to finalize their charitable giving.

Can you consider an end-of-year or holiday gift before 2023 closes out?

If so, please simply click below to give online — or for Kim to contact you personally for assistance.
Thank you — and Happy Holidays!


https://www.jotform.com/231445566064154
mailto:tkalgreen@inbarfoundation.org
https://www.inbarfoundation.org/we-the-people/

Click to
Donate

If you have not yet sent your RSVP for the December 11 Holiday Reception, please do so at your earliest
convenience. Click anywhere on the invitation to let us know you will be joining us!
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Monday, December 11, 2023
5:00-7:00 p.m.
Historic Union Station, Illinois Street Ballroom
123 West Louisiana Street, Indianapolis

Drinks and hors d'oeuvres at 5:00 p.m.
Program begins at 6:00 p.m. with welcoming remarks and celebration of
Marilyn Smith's retirement.

Please RSVP to Megan Clarke-Richter,
mclarkerichter@inbarfoundation.org by Tuesday, December 5.

sal ) Doors open at 4:30 p.m.

Foundation Featured in Local Giving Guide

Again this year, the Foundation is among 50 Central Indiana organizations featured in the Indianapolis
Business Journal and Indiana Lawyer Giving Guide. Visibility created through the Giving Guide elevates
community awareness and creates opportunities for brand marketing advancement, donations, and
volunteer recruitment. The Foundation is highlighted on pages 48 and 49 of the publication.

News Briefs

Foundation Seeks Candidates for Civil Legal Assistance
Manager Position

The Indiana Bar Foundation is seeking candidates for the position of Civil
Legal Assistance Manager. Learn more about the position here and feel
free top share with individuals you think would be interested and qualified
for this exciting opportunity!

Former Foundation Intern Earns Prestigious Scholarship
Congratulations! to former Foundation intern and current IU studentDeion
Ziwawo, one of two 2023 recipients of the prestigious Kenneth R.R. Gros
Louis Scholarship. Named in honor of University Chancellor Emeritus
Kenneth R. R. Gros Louis, this scholarship is awarded each spring to

an Indiana University Bloomington student demonstrating academic
excellence, leadership in student activities, and a distinguished record of
service as a good university citizen. A reception was held November 30 in the


https://pages.elevate.salesforce.org/indianabarfoundation/indiana-bar-foundation
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Indiana Memorial Union for Deion and the other scholarship recipient.

Six CLE Credits Available at December 8 Event
The Neighborhood Christian Legal Clinic is hosting a Continuing Legal

Education (CLE) Day on Friday, December 8, at Barnes & Thornburg LLP (or “PRgTLEIETII)N%YTEEOR%gHTS
online). This course offers up to six CLE credits, including one ethics credit. OF CLIENTS

For additional information and to purchase tickets, please visit this site. 6 L RDTS, NLUDNGETS

DECEMBER 8, 2023
9:00AM.TO 430 P.M.
BARNES & THORNBURG, LLP AND ONLINE

ADDRESS el
1S MERIDIANST. .
INDIANAPOLLS, IN 46204

Please Take Civic Education & Career Readiness Survey
Please take a moment to review this short research questionnaire from Ball
State University's Center for Economic and Civic Learning. The survey asks
employers in Indiana to study what civic identities, skills, and dispositions are
valued and wanted by employers. The survey can be accessed here and
should take 10-15 minutes to complete. Thank you!

Center for Economic
and Civic Learning

Get to Know: Marilyn Smith

New staff and expanding programs reflect the Foundation's continued
growth. We are proud of our team and want to introduce them to you!
Please take a moment to Get to Know Senior Counsel Marilyn Smith.
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