
Lesson 7 – What was the first naƟonal government like? 

Definition:  The first 
constitution of the United 
States, created to form a 
firm league of friendship 
among the 13 original 
states.  Adopted by the 
Second Continental 
Congress on November 
10, 1777.  Served as the 
nation’s constitution until 
1789. 

Synonym Definition:  A form of 
political organization in 
which the states are 
sovereign but combine for 
mutual interests such as 
defense.  Member states 
can leave at any time. 

Synonym 

Use in a Sentence Represent to Learn Use in a Sentence Represent to Learn 
Definition: A person 
chosen to act for or 
represent others (noun); 
to entrust someone to 
represent your interests 
(verb) 

Synonym Definition: An important 
law passed by Congress in 
1787 under the Articles of 
Confederation.  The law 
prohibited slavery in the 
Northwest Territories and 
provided for settling the 
western lands and the 
admission of new states. 

Synonym 

Use in a Sentence Represent to Learn Use in a Sentence Represent to Learn 

Articles of 
Confederation 

Confederation 

Delegate Northwest 
Ordinance 
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Definition:  a municipal 
statute or regulation 

Synonym Definition:  An armed 
revolt by Massachusetts 
farmers in 1786-1787 who 
sought relief from debts 
and foreclosures of 
mortgages. Led by Daniel 
Shays, the group 
prevented judges from 
hearing mortgage 
foreclosure cases and 
attempted to capture an 
arsenal. 

Synonym 

Use in a Sentence Represent to Learn Use in a Sentence Represent to Learn 
Definition:  Synonym Definition:  Synonym 

Use in a Sentence Represent to Learn Use in a Sentence Represent to Learn 

Ordinance Shays’ 
Rebellion 
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