Class Guide Name:

What do you think is the most important

Lesson 7 - What was the first national | responsibility of a National government?
government like?

Step 1 — Bell Work — Thinking Exercise. Get into small groups of 2 to 4. What
responsibilities do you think the National government would have that 1ocal governments wonld not?
Be prepared to discuss with the whole class.

Step 2 — Vocabulary Work. Complete the vocabulary wotk necessaty to
understand this lesson. The vocabulary should be completed first. Terms to

know:

Articles of Confederation

Confederation Delegate Northwest Ordinance

Ordinance Shays’ Rebellion

Step 3 — Interactive Lecture. Answer the questions during the class

discussion.

What kind of national government did the founders
create under the Articles of Confederation?

SECOND CONTINENTAL CONGRESS MET IN PHILADELPHIA IN 1775
*RACTED AS THE FIRST GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES
*CREATED AN ARMY AND ASKED GEORGE INASHINGTON TO LEAD IT
*MANAGED THE WAR AGRINST GRERT BRITRIN

*ArpROVED THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE ON Juty 4, 1776
*R150 ASKED THE 13 STATES TO DEVELOP R GOVERNMENT PLAN

Which do you think was more important to the Second Continental
Congress, setting up a national government or fighting the war against
Great Britain?

How did the Articles of Confederation organize the first
national government?

CONGRESS DID DEVELOP A PLAN FOR A NATIONAL
GOVERNMENT CALLED THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION

°L0o0SE CONFEDERATION OF STATES WITH EQUAL POWERS
*THE PEOPLE FEARED A STRONG NATIONAL GOVERNMENT

*THE PEOPLE ALSO FEARED THAT SOME STATES WOULD HAVE
MORE POWER THAN OTHER STATES

Why do you think the people feared a strong national government?

How did the Articles of Confederation organize the first
national government?

*FEARS INFLUENGED THE FOUNDERS WHO WROTE THE
ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION
©® SET UP A WEAK NATIONAL GOVERNMENT WITH VERY LIMITED
POWERS
*No NATIONAL COURTS
*No TRUE EXECUTIVE

What does it say about the Articles of Confederation that it did not have
a true executive?

How did the Articles of Confederation organize the first
national government?

*WEAK NATIONAL GOVERNMENT WITH VERY LIMITED POWERS
®CONGRESS COULD NOT TAX THE STATES OR ITS PEOPLE
*CONGRESS HAD T0 ASK FOR MONEY
©EACH STATE HAD ONE VOTE; POPULATION DID NOT MATTER
*LAWS REQUIRED 9 OF 13 FOR APPROVAL
*AMENDMENTS REQUIRED ALL 13 STATES APPROVE

Why do you think that the Articles required ALL thirteen states
approve any amendment?




Step 4 — Interactive Lecture Thinking Question. Answer the question
below based on the previous lecture.

Was the people’s fear of a strong national government and lack of a true

executive connected? Explain your thoughts either way.
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Step 5 — Reading: “Rogue Island”—Rhode Island: The Last State to Ratify the

Constitution

Reading 1: “Rogue Island™: Rhode Island: The last state to ratify the Constitution.
In 1781, Bhode Tilind began acqmiries mickames.

By 1761 Rhode Iilnd was referred to in newspapers 23 “Rogue Tlmd”, Rogue Island was ol ased to zeferto
Fliode Tilimd at the Constitaticnz] Convention 1781 whem it refosed to send delazates. The press was started
whes Rhods h:. r\:k:\edmu(p sed by Congress uader the Arkeles of Confedention mud i geaenl il 1o
arrend Arcles meetings makin, 1o amend the Articles

Tiemically, Rbods [slnd was key to making of the Constituion it strongly cppesed. In 1786, Rhode lilind glacted.
toa n:ﬁnul govemment.

Flaode Tilimd printed 5o mach paper cumency it made the paper gz Beady worklss, It beoame 2 mational
stmbal of ame of the major weakuesses of the Articles. No state was more reviled than Rhode Tsland at the
Castitational Conrention in 1787-tas onlr no-show.

The Rhods Island’s state lagilature pejectsd 11 attempts to sy the Constitution from Septamber 1757 and.
Jamary 1790,

Camgress met for the frst time in March 1759 without Rhode Tilmd; that nest September the Govemer of Raode
o Congress stating the peopls of Rhode Islund weee sall bound to the principles of the old

. The goremor stated the people wauted “further checks md secumiies” limising fedenl power,
culd adapt it

By 1790, Congres: kad lost petisnce with “Rogue lilind®. Congosss dirzatened to treat Rhode Tiland 23 2 Sorige
matize. The Govensor pleadad with Conguess not to treat tham as 2 forsige oometrr and asked for o axtension t=
the rtifiaticn. Rhode Islmd messhants poshed for the mew Constiution cot of far to impart taxes md blockades
to their skipping mdustrr. Congress extended the ntifcation deadline to Jammrs.

Whes the Jamrr deadline arrived, reprasentatives from Rbode Ilind convinced to extend fae deadine azais to
March soit could kold ancther rtfring comvention.

Camgress acted when the Marck ccurvention did nat rtfr the Consttution. In early Mar 1750, the Senate passed 2
il to prchibi 2l trade with Rhode Tsled

Ehode Islnd fmally rxtified the Constitntion cun May 29, 17590, by 2 vote of 34 to 32,

Flaode Tilimd proposed eightees bumas dgits zd with its s Ther propoied
ewming poll trxes (brxes to Tots), » mitary dref:, lovery, nd for the staze nmuu-.t-m_mopum aps
momer.

Tn Augast 1790, “Rlogae Llmd's® oxly represencative to Cangress amved—1 B moutas lite Did Riede Taland doserre

e calicd “Regeas liland™?
Why did Rhode Taland cbjcst to the acw Constitetion?
[—
‘Hiw did Congsen focee Rivods Taland to maiify the Comtitution?
[—

Read the short history of Rhode Island’s
journey to ratify the Constitution. Complete
the comprehension questions at the bottom of
the page when you are finished.



Step 6 — Interactive Lecture. Answer the questions during the class

discussion.

What was accomplished under the Articles of

Confederation?
THE ARTICLES DID HAVE SOME SUCCESSES

®KEPT THE STATES TOGETHER DURING THE AR FOR
INDEPENDENCE

®MADE THE PEACE TREATY WITH GREAT BRITAIN

AFFAIRS, TREATIES, AND DECLARATIONS OF WAR
What was accomplished under the Articles of
Confederation?

THE ARTICLES DID HAVE SOME SUCCESSES

®Passen THE NORTHWEST ORDINANCE IN 1787
°PROVIDED A PLAN TO ADD NEW STATES

®ALLOWED FOR WHAT IS NOW OHI0, INDIANA, ILLINOIS,
Mictican, WiSCONSIN AND PART OF NINNESOTA TO
ORGANIZE THEIR OWN GOVERNMENTS

What was accomplished under the Articles of
Confederation?

THE ARTICLES DID HAVE SOME SUCCESSES [CONTINUED]

©WHEN A TERRITORY HAD A LARGE ENOUGH POPULATION IT
COULD JOIN THE UNION.

*THE NEw STATES WERE EQUALS OF THE ORIGINAL STATES
©THE ORDINANCE REQUIRED PUBLIC LANDS FOR EDUCATION

What was a_ccnmnlished under the Articles of
Confederation?

THE ARTICLES DID HAVE SOME SUCCESSES [CONTINUED]
®IT ALSO MADE SLAVERY UNLAWFUL IN THE TERRITORIES

*THE ORDINANCE ALSO GUARANTEED FREEDOM OF RELIGION,
SPEECH, AND PRESS

What problems did le natiualummmem have
under the Articles of Confederation?

®ArTER THE REVOLUTION ENDED, EACH STATE ACTED AS ITS
OWN COUNTRY

*PEOPLE DID NOT THINK OF THEMSELVES RS AMERICANS;
THEY IDENTIFIED RS A CITIZEN OF THEIR STATE

© STATES DID NOT COOPERATE WITH EACH OTHER TO SOIVE
PROBLEMS

*PREVENTED STATES FROM CONDUCTING ITS OWN FOREIGN

Why do you think the national government needs to make a
peace treaty with another country?

Why you think it was important to add new states rather than for
the original 13 states to make colonies on the lands to the west?

Why do you think that the Northwest Territories provided for

public education when the rest of the Union did not also fund
public education?

Why you think that the Confederation Congress did not allow

slavery in the Territories, but did not ban slavery anywhere else
in the Union?

Why you think that the Confederation Congress did not allow

slavery in the Territories, but did not ban slavery anywhere else
in the Union?

Step 7 — Interactive Lecture Summary. Look over your Step 6 lecture

slides. What are the 3 most important accomplishments of the Articles:

1.

2.

3.




Step 8 — Interactive Lecture. Answer the questions during the class

discussion.

What problems did the national government have
under the Articles of Confederation?

®AFTER THE REVOLUTION ENDED, EACH STATE ACTED AS ITS
OWN COUNTRY

®PEOPLE DID NOT THINK OF THEMSELVES AS AMERICANS;
THEY IDENTIFIED AS A CITIZEN OF THEIR STATE

©STATES DID NOT COOPERATE WITH EACH OTHER TO SOLVE
PROBLEMS

What problems did the national government have
under the Articles of Confederation?
*THE RRTICLES GOVERNMENT WAS WEAK

*THE ARTICLES DID NOT UNITE THE STATES
®IT LACKED MONEY AND THE AUTHORITY TO TAX

*THERE WERE NO COURTS TO SETTLE DISPUTES BETWEEN
STATES

What problems did the national government have
under the Articles of Confederation?

*By 17806, LITTLE TRADE BETWEEN STATES OR WITH OTHER NATIONS
*IT WAS HARD FOR AMERICANS TO MAKE A LIVING

*MANY BUSINESSES WERE FAILING

®PEOPLE WERE IN DEBT

©SOLDIERS WHO HAD FOUGHT IN THE REVOLUTION STILL HAD NOT
BEEN PAID

Why do you think that people after winning the
Revolutionary War did not identify themselves as
Americans?

Do you think the national government was weak under the
Articles? Why or why not?

Which of these problems do you think posed the greatest
threat to the Union?

Step 9 — Thinking Question. Why do you think the Articles Congress just
didn’t amend the Articles constitution to fix the problems? *Think @)

-




Step 10 — Reading: “Shays’ Rebellion: The Catalyst for a New Constitution”

Read and complete the bottom of the reading.

Reasons That Led (o Shay's “What Happened After Shay's
Rebellion Rebellion.

Step 11 — Thinking Question - What parts of our government today would stop a
modern-day Shays’ Rebellion?
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