Class Guide

Lesson 3 - What is a republican
government?

Name:

Do you think 16 year citizens should be allowed in local
elections? Explain.

Step 1 — Bell Work: Answer the question above and be prepated to vote with
your feet and your words.

Step 2 — Vocabulary Work. Complete the vocabulary work necessatry to
understand this lesson. The vocabulary should be completed first. Terms to

know:
Assembly Civic Virtue Common Good Direct Democracy
Interests Represent Representative Democracy | Representatives
Republican Government | Roman Republic | Senate

Step 3 — Where did the founders get their ideas about government? Read the
handout titled “Greek and Roman Influences on the US Government.” When
you finish, complete the graphic organizer that breaks down the influences of

Greece and Rome.

Ancient Roots of the United States Government: Greek and Roman
Influences

[Greek and Roman Influences

on the US Government

What &z the MOST important Greek
conribution to the US >

What Iz the MOST important Roman
contribution o the US 5




Step 4 — I Direct and Representative Democracy Interactive Lecture and
Bumper Sticker Assignment.

"0w cn" “lE PE“PI.E I“.“.E T“EMSH.“ES? _DO you think tha}t1 with thedrr.lodern technol(;lgles of the
mnternet, smart n nd imstant t t r nt
* THE PEOPLE CAN DECIDE ON EVERY LAW AND DECISION ernet, smart phones, and mstant access taat our country

THROUGH A DIRECT DEMOCRACY could be a direct democracy at the local and state level?
* DIRECT DEMOCRACIES VOTE DIRECTLY ON HOW TO
SOLVE PROBLEMS

°ITIS HARD FOR DIRECT DEMOCRACIES TO EXISTS IN ;
LARGER CITIES AS THE NUMBER OF DECISIONS INCREASE What would be the advantages and disadvantages?

“uw cA“ “‘IE PE“PI.E IIIIlE THEMSH.“ES? How to the people hOld. their repre_sentatives accountable
when they do not work in the best interest of the people?
® INAREPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY THE PEOPLE

ELECT PEOPLETO ACT IN THEIR BEST INTEREST

® ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR
MAKING AND CARRYING OUT LAWS THAT PROTECT
EVERYONE'S RIGHTS, NOT JUST A FEW PEOPLE.

How do the people hold their representatives accountable
when they do not work in the best interest of the people?

REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT

® GOVERNMENT POWER WAS HELD BY
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PEOPLE

°CITIZENS GIVE POWER TO THE REPRESENTATIVES

°REPRESENTATIVES ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR
HELPING ALL CITIZENS, NOT JUST A FEW

Bumper Sticker Assignment — Direct and Representative Democracy. Look at
the instructions on the Bumper Sticker Assignment.

omecremocnacy o memusmmanve  C€ALE three bumper stickers each for direct and

DEMOCRACY BUMPER STICKER ASSIGNMENT

pessemenmassis representative democracies. You point out a positive or

negative. Make sure the bumper stickers are:

Stop reading | RED Meat isn't BAD For YOU,
Mam@zee\.ueg-issawvou! i Re]gted o t]]é WOI‘d

s I @ Colorful
e  Thoughttul

e (lever




Step 5 — Interactive Lecture

HOW DID THE FOUNDERS USE SOME OF THE Why do you think that representative democracies
IDEAS FROM THE ROMAN REPUBLIC are capable of making laws faster than a direct
>
*REPRESENTATIVES ARE SELECTED TO SERVE THE I:IIMMIIIIF democracy
GOOD

*REPRESENTATIVES MAKE THE LAWS MORE EFFICIENT
*PEOPLE HAVE A SAY IN THE GOVERNMENT
*REPRESENTATIVES HAVE TO LISTEN TO THE GOVERNMENT

HOW DID OUR COUNTRY CHANGE FROM A
REPUBLIC TO A DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC?

*WOMEN, NATIVE-AMERICANS, AND SLAVES
COULD NOT VOTE AT OUR COUNTRIES START

°ONLY WHITE MEN WITH PROPERTY COULD VOTE
AND RUN FOR OFFICE

Why do you think there was a property
requirement for white men to vote at the
beginning of our history?

HOW DID OUR COUNTRY CHANGE FROM A
REPUBLIC TO A DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC?

OUR COUNTRY HAS SLOWLY BECOME A DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC WITH THE EXPANSION OF VOTING TO
AMERICAN-AMERICAN MALES, WOMEN, NATIVE
AMERICANS, AND 18-YEAR-OLD AMERICANS

£

Why do you think it took so long for women to
gain the right to vote? Women received the right
to vote in 1920.

How do people who don’t directly benefit from a
common good still gain indirectly. For example,
consider public education. How do people
without children in school still gain indirectly from
funding public schools?

WHAT IS THE COMMON GOOD?

°ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT CONCEPTS FROM THE
ROMAN REPUBLIC WAS THE CONCEPT OF COMMON
GOOD

*ROME BELIEVED THE MAIN PURPOSE OF GOVERNMENT| |
WAS T0O PROMOTE THE COMMON GOOD




Step 6 — Think, Pair, Share. Consider the two following questions

“What might be a situation in your school in which you should do something
for yourself and not try to help others?”

Your thoughts You and your partner’s thoughts

“What might be a situation in your school in which you should try to do what is
best for everyone?”

Your thoughts You and your partner’s thoughts

What did you discover from the whole class discussion?




Step 7 — Cincinnatus, Citizen of Rome and Civic Virtue. A short reading and
Bio-Poem. Cincinnatus is a common example of the idea of civic virtue. Read
about Cincinnatus and then create a Bio-Poem that reflects your learning of
why Cincinnatus is the model of civic virtue.

(Cincinnarus: A Model of Civic Virtue ':i[lci]lllﬂ“ls Bio-Poem

In the annals of kistory, there have been many preat keaders who have left 2 Lsting mpact on their
socier Roman statesman knom for his exceptional

H
LE

‘sl Use the reading on Cincirmans to complate the below information. Exch mmswar should be 2 lire

B

n ommencs during Smes of erisis and
ted the qualities of 2 selfless and virmous leader. Let's

EEEREEEEET

sis. An invading enemy anmy threatened the ciry, and
Ieader o defend the republic. Cincinnams Three traits:
pesition grantedin times of exzeme

He is from:
wzin control, Cincinnare: worked diigenty to resolve the exisis He cares deeply about...

injust 13 days and ensured the enenuy’s defeat. Bur, He feels...
©

Three more traits

He gives...

He fears...

He would Like to see...

Name, Years of life:

Cincinnatus Comprehensive Questions. Please answer in complete sentences.

1. In the story, what was the common good for the citizens of Rome?

2. Why is it important that citizens in a republican government have civic
virtue?

3. Describe someone you know who has civic virtue. What did the person do
to cause you to think they had civic virtue?



